
It has been a busy week! We had 
our wonderful DEPA event on 
Wednesday night, I have         
attended 2 cross pre-prep     
meetings moderating end of term 
assessment data, met with our 
Reception children to discuss 
their environmental action plan 
and also met with the Cognita 
operations team to discuss the 
changes to the building that will 
be needed to house Year 2 on 
site in 2020. I have also uploaded 
information onto Twitter and    
Facebook about the school this 
week. I am aware that some   
parents have noted our lack of 
Twitter and Facebook posts this 
term. This is due to my changing 
view about its usage for us. Last 
year I posted as often as I could 
to show the things we were doing 

day to day in school. This year, I 
am trying to ensure that the posts 
I upload are linked to our school 
aims and therefore more       
meaningful rather than just a ‘look 
what we’ve done today’. I do want 
to share all the exciting things 
that go on here, but I also want to 
put them more into the context of 
why we do them. I don’t think I’ve 
got it right yet, and I do think 
there is a better middle ground I 
need to find, so I am making this 
a target for myself in the New 

Year!          Mrs Vanessa Conlan  
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Investigating recycling and wormeries! 

This week the Reception children have been talking about how to 
make a wormery. They went hunting in the woodland garden to find  
find worms which was not difficult as it 
was very damp. They found worms in 
abundance! Back in the classroom the 
children used their senses to observe      

the worms 
and wrote 
some facts 
about them. 

 

 

DEPA news 

DEPA Drinks and fundraiser: 

Thanks to all parents who      
participated in the DEPA drinks 
event and fundraiser either in 
spirit or in person. As the first 
event of the year, we can     
consider it a great success and 
we all had a lot of fun! It was 
great to see our community pull 
together in a good cause.  

We are currently collecting all 
the monies from parents who 
were successful at the auction 
and once complete, we will 
share the total funds raised 
along with a summary of the 
event. As a little teaser, the  
raffle raised £500… Mr Thorpe 
drew the winning ticket out of 
the hat… Leanne & Mark,   
Honey’s parents from Reception 
are the lucky recipients of £250. 
Congratulations from us all! If 
you have any questions or  
feedback about the event, 
please contact                        
epsomDEPA@gmail.com.  

Cinderella and afternoon tea: 

We hope you had time to read 
the letter from Mrs Conlan    
confirming the details for our 
next DEPA event – the          
pantomime Cinderella & an  
afternoon tea party for the     
children. It’s the first time we 
have hosted a West End       
Theatre Company pantomime at 
the school and we can’t wait to 
hear from the children and staff 
how much they enjoy it!  Don’t 
forget that your children are  
invited to come to school in  
fancy dress that day to help get 
them in the mood for this      
special treat.  

mailto:epsomDEPA@gmail.com


Achievements in class work, 
good  manners and excellent 
behaviour are celebrated in a 
special assembly every week.       

 
We congratulated the  

following children this week:     
 

First Steps 
Jago 
Jack 

Chloe C 
 

Hedgehogs 
Tahira 

 
Squirrels 

Zoe 
William R 

 
Reception 

Dominic 
 

Owls 
Ayaan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Useful Contacts: 

Pre-Prep Epsom   01372 385438 

Pre-Prep Ashtead 01372 385439 

Pre-Prep L’head   01372 385437 

Prep School Office01372 372197 

Admissions            01372 372311 

School Nurse      01372 385409   

Finance                 01372 374842 

Marketing       01372 385402 

Downsend PP+     07899 011275 

Downsend+           01372 385403 

 

Downsend School 

   

Celebration Board 

Well Done! 

Inspiring young minds 
 

Saturday Sports 

Saturday sports at the main site will be outside for the 
full session tomorrow. Wrap up warm! 

Events Week Commencing Monday 4th December 

  Lunch Menu week 2 

Mon 3.30—4.30  

3.30—4.30 

Spanish club for Reception and Year 1     

Poptastic dance for Rising Reception and  

Reception 

Tues am 

3.30—4.30 

4.00 

Interviews for school secretary 

Ready Steady Go Kids for Rising Reception 

Rising Reception teachers from all pre-preps 

meeting to review consistency in assessment 

and expectations across all 3 schools 

Wed 3.30—4.30 

4.00 

 

Forest club for Reception and Year 1 

Year 1 teachers from all pre-preps meeting to 

review consistency in assessment and          

expectations across all 3 schools 

 

Thurs 9.15 

4.00 

First Steps Christmas concert 

Reception teachers from all pre-preps meeting 

to review consistency in assessment and     

expectations across all 3 schools 

Fri 3.30—4.30 

3.30—4.30 

Cookery club for Reception and Year 1          

Science club for Reception and Year 1 

Pupil voice in action! 

Our Eco Warriors in Reception feel we can be doing a lot more at 
Pre-Prep Epsom to support the environment by improving our         

in-school recycling. They have given me a list of actions to complete 
to support this! On Thursday our new recycling bin arrived from the 

local council. We are now on our way to becoming a more                    
environmentally school thanks to the work of our Reception children. 


