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Welcome from the Headmaster 

 

It’s been quite a half-term! Inspection and Exam Weeks have come and gone. Sporting fixtures have 

included both girls and boys cricket for the first time, whilst plans are well under way for the various 

residential trips and end of year extravaganzas. Rather fittingly, we end this busy half-term with our 

STEAM Day, which has been brilliantly engineered by Mrs Groocock and the STEAM Team. As I write, the 

House teams are wrangling with hoops, mats and inflatable dinosaurs on the netball courts! There is so 

much learning taking place – flowing instructions, listening, collaboration, decision-making, trial and error. 

All skills which form the cornerstone of a modern education! I hope you enjoy seeing the pictures and 

hearing of the exploits as much as the children have enjoyed the day itself. 

  

A couple of years ago, we tried to introduce an Early Birds facility at Main Site. We have looked at the 

various roadworks, train timetables etc which seem to influence traffic flow and journey times and will be 

sending a short survey out to get the optimum service in place for September 2018. If this service is of 

interest to you, please take a couple of minutes to complete it when it arrives after the half-term break. I 

hope that you enjoy the break and return refreshed, ready for the final month of an interesting and busy 

academic year. 

Ian Thorpe 

 

https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=36d4e7fd308c4b47971ac3dba&id=a2007c4b7e


 

Wisley Win Again! 

  

Congratulations to Wisley for winning the second collection of the term and putting pressure on Ranmore 

for the end of year competition. 

  

A big congratulations to all the Top Achievers and a well done another excellent half term. Enjoy the 

break!  

  

Jon Albert  

  

  
Lower School Position Top Achiever 
Wisley 1st Sophie C Y3 
Norbury 2nd Jemima J Y4 
Headley 3rd Natalia B Y3 
Ranmore 4th Jackson C Y2 
  

  
Upper School Position Top Achiever 
Wisley 1st Mattthew I Y8 
Norbury 2nd Natasha C Y6 
Headley 3rd Ryan T Y6 
Ranmore 4th Teddy K Y8 
  

  
Whole School Position 
Wisley 1st 
Norbury 2nd 
Headley 3rd 
Ranmore 4th 
 

 

  

 

Maths Challenge 

 

Last Friday four children from Year 4 took part in an exciting Maths Competition at St George's Junior 

School, Weybridge. Working brilliantly as a team, they completed many exciting activities and challenges 

such as tangrams, pentominoes and shopping challenges. Caitlin, Alexander B, Alexander C and Alexander 

G represented the school beautifully and we are very proud of them. Well done! 

  

Amy Sutton 



 

  

 

 

    Music Update      

  

  

Year 3 Musical Instrument Scheme 

All pupils need to bring their instruments in for both Music lessons until after the Summer Concert.   

3PM     Wednesdays 

3MB     Mondays and Wednesdays 

3NL     Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

3EF     Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

Please remind your children that there will be awards at the end of the year for Overall 

Progress and Effort During Lessons. 

Downsend Rocks – Tuesday 12 June, 7.00 pm. 

Pupils involved in any of our Rock Bands will be taking part at the Rock Band Evening. More details will 

follow shortly.   



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday 11 June - Informal Violin Concert (pupils of Mr Bayley) 5.00pm 

Monday 11 June - Informal Flute Concert (pupils of Mrs Hart) 6.15pm 

Tuesday 12 June - Downsend Rocks (Band Evening) 7.00pm 

Monday 25 June - Informal Piano and Guitar Concert (pupils of Miss Rob and Mr Keer) 5.30pm  

Wednesday 27 June - Informal Guitar Concert (Mr Smith) 5.30pm *Change of date please take note* 

  

  

 

Music Clubs and Ensembles  

For a full list of Music Ensembles please download here. 

  

Instrumental Lessons at Downsend School 

If your child would like to learn an instrument at Downsend with one of our tutors then please email the 

Head of Music at nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk. For more information about how the music lessons 

work, please click here. Currently we have tutors for the following instruments: 

  

Flute, Recorder, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba, Electric Guitar, 

Acoustic Guitar, Mandolin, Bass Guitar, Drum Kit, Percussion, Ukulele, Violin, Viola and  Piano. 

  

If your child would like to play an instrument that is not listed above, please let me know and I will try to 

source a tutor for you. 

 

We currently have spaces for anyone who would like to learn recorder, clarinet or saxophone. 

Please contact Mrs Allison if you would like to find out more. 

Nicole Allison 

 

News from the DPA 

 

  

 

https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2018/03/Music-Ensembles-Timetable-April-2018.pdf
mailto:nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/11/Terms-and-Conditions-Peripatetic-Music-Lessons-May-2017-1.pdf


 

DPA SUMMER BALL 2018   
  

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT  
Please join us  

Tickets still available – Only 3 weeks to go...  
  

  

 

 

  

As you know we have had the Summer Ball tickets on sale for a while now and with only 3 weeks to go, 

we would really love to sell a few more tickets. Are you still contemplating attending? Well it will be such 

a fun night you will not be disappointed. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the event from tickets to food, to the disco to the venue, then please 

call me I’m happy to chat through on 07894 016 056 or email at events@dpaschool.org.uk  

 

As I’ve previously explained you do not need to make up a table as I can allocate you onto a table with 

parents in the same year as yourself nearer the time, we currently have 16 tables but some with only 6 

parents on (so still space) to tables with 12. We have also opened up ticket sales to grandparents and 

your friends. We can also offer whole new tables if you have a group willing to come.  

 

We would really love this to be an entire Downsend School event, but without your support it cannot be. 

We know that having the event on a Friday night is not the easiest with work finish times but if any of 

you want to come along but cannot make the 7pm welcome drinks just join us for the dinner and 

dancing.  

 

mailto:events@dpaschool.org.uk


 

The Ball has always been a great sociable event and this year will be I guarantee will be one of the best. 

 

Tickets are priced at £85pp and include: 2 glasses of fizz pp, welcome drink, three course meal with wine, 

disco with light up dance floor, live auction, silent auction and photographer all in the most beautiful 

walled garden setting at Painshill Park. 

 

If you would like to come along a support this fundraising / great night out, please complete booking 

form and return it to us at events@dpaschool.org.uk to confirm your place.  

 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the night. 

 

  

Live Auction Prizes  
 

We have had a great outcome from you all regarding auction prizes for the live auction, thank you so 

much to those parents that have donated. 

 

So far we have:  

•    Signed Irish Rugby Shirt  

•    Private Flight for 2 

•    Apartment in Croatia  

•    Silent Pool Gin Hamper and tickets  

 

   

Other DPA News 

 

Sports Day refreshments  

Every year we set up a drinks station offering tea, coffee, water, juice and pimms for a donation at the 

Pavilion for all Downsend sports days. We need some volunteers to help our small committee drinks 

serving  

 

Dates we need volunteers are:  

•    27th June from 1.30pm  - 5pm  UPPER SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 

•    28th June from 1.30pm – 5pm Yr 4 & 5 SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 

•    29th June from 1.30pm – 5pm Yr 2 & 3 SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 

If you can help with any of these please email me at admin@dpaschool.org.uk  

  

New Committee Members  

Urgently needed from September 2018 – if you are interested please email me 

at admin@dpaschool.org.uk  

 

I hope you all have a restful half term and many thanks for reading. 

  

Maxine Homewood, DPA Chair 

 

 

RAISE Writers 

mailto:events@dpaschool.org.uk
mailto:admin@dpaschool.org.uk
mailto:admin@dpaschool.org.uk


 

 

Well done to the RAISE writers who have written poems in their own time in order to enter a Young 

Writers Competition to be published in their next anthology, entitled Monster Poetry. 

Emily Friend  

Crunchy 

  
Crunchy is a frightful creature, 

With extremely ugly features. 
  

He’ll visit you in the dead of night. 
He’ll take one look, then take one bite! 

  
No sword or gun can bring him down, 

So with Crunchy near, no one sleeps safe and sound. 
  

However, he can die 
If he eats a poisonous pie. 

  
Otherwise, crunch… 

You’ll be his lunch! 
  

Alfie B, Year 5 

 

 

This is… 

  
Yoda the evil alien goat, 

He’s devious and he likes to gloat. 
He’s a drunkard, he drinks ale and gin, 

He’s a murderer and an assassin. 
He has pinkly, wrinkly lips, 

And he wears a cloak from his neck to hips. 
With a colossal pale-green, olive-shaped nose, 

He’s the bringer of loads of foes. 
You’ll die from his spit, even one dose, 

He has three candy-cane legs and sixteen toes. 
He has (believe me) eleven pairs of abs. 

His brain can control Uber taxis and cabs. 
He always starts his sentences with “I am.” 

He has curly horns, like ones of a ram. 



 

His lemon-shaped eyes can hypnotize prey, 

His five-clawed paws are granite grey. 
He owns a lightsabre of Kylo Ren’s, 

His evil limits? There are no ends. 
  

Geoffrey L, Year 5 

 

 

Artist of The Week 

  

Well done to this week's Artist of The Week Amelia in 3EF. 

Year 3 have been creating some fantastic still life collages, demonstrating skill drawing 3D forms as well 

as an understanding of colour and pattern. This is an excellent example by Amelia in 3EF. 

Julia Aylen 

 

 



 

Good Luck! 

 

 

 

Good luck to Helen Black and sally Temlett who are taking part in the South Downs Trekathon tomorrow 

to raise money for the school charity The Royal Marsden. There is still time if you would like to sponsor 

them via the links below. 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Helen-Black15  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sally-temlett1 

 

This is a tough event over rolling downs and cliffs and at 26 miles it will be an enormous challenge. Good 

luck ladies!  

  

 

 

Cricket Success 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Helen-Black15
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sally-temlett1


 

 

Congratulations to Ben B, Sam B and Teddy K who have all achieved a selection of half centuries in recent 

weeks and were presented with commemorative cricket bats in assembly this morning.  

 

Well done! 

  

Jon Albert 

  

 



 

 

School Hero 

 

Well done to our very own school hero the marvellous Miss Seivewright who appears in the summer 

edition of Independent School Parent Magazine! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Next Week @ Downsend 

  

 

 

 

  

 

For all enquires please email downsendplus@downsend.co.uk or call 07909 861 280 

 

Contact Form 2017-2018 

May Half Term Description 

May Half Term 2018 

Summer 2018 Booking Form 

 

  

Rebecca Peek  

 

School Notices 

Contact Details 

Please email office@downsend.co.uk if any of your contact details change. Most communication regarding 

school matches, meetings and other general school information is sent via email or text message.  

 

Medical Details 

Please email nurse@downsend.co.uk if any of your child's medical details change or return a hard copy to 

the School Office. 

 

Downsend Times  

mailto:downsendplus@downsend.co.uk
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/09/Contact-Form-2017-2018-1.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2018/01/Easter-May-Half-Term-Description-2018.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2018/01/May-Half-Term-2018.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2018/04/Summer-2018-Booking-Form-FINAL.pdf
mailto:office@downsend.co.uk
mailto:nurse@downsend.co.uk


 

Should you wish to add any additional family members to the weekly distribution list then please email 

their details to editor@downsend.co.uk 

 

Downsend Sports Bulletin  

If you do not already receive the Downsend Sports Bulletin on a Wednesday and would like to start 

receiving it then please email your details to editor@downsend.co.uk to be added to the distribution list. 

 

 

 

Inspiring young minds 
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