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A message from the Headmaster
This has been something of a humbling week, when a Head realises just how grateful he is to have such
wonderfully supportive people around him. From a staff perspective, this was typified by the wonderfully
engaging approach of the Lower School team to our Circus Week. Anyone with a clown phobia might not
agree with me, but the burst of colour throughout the school brought a smile to everyone’s faces (particularly
the clowns!) Likewise, Mr Skitt and the Languages Team have encouraged staff and pupils alike to value
diversity and be confident when speaking languages, something that the pupils clearly followed to the letter.
On the sporting front, more success this week means that Downsend teams have now won more
tournaments in September than most schools win in a year!
The staff have felt the support of the parent body in abundance this week too. The feedback from Tuesday’s
Senior Information Evening has been incredibly positive; thank you to those people that took the time to
email me and my senior team after the event. To hear parental comments espousing the exciting proposition

and clarity of vision is heart-warming; never underestimate the energising effect of this sort of feedback, for
which we are very grateful. Likewise, at last night’s DPA AGM, the room was full of energetic and engaged
parents. Following Maxine Homewood’s dedicated leadership last year, the baton now hands to a new team
and we look forward to working with a talented and enthusiastic DPA, with a full complement of Committee
members.
Finally, after a month’s trial, we have reverted back to the previous style of the Downsend Times below.
Many of you had requested that you would like it to be easier to find the information that relates specifically
to your child. However, the feeling is that, in doing so, you are missing out on lots of valuable whole-school
information. I hope that you enjoy reading about the man activities that your children have engaged with
during the last week.

Ian Thorpe

Open Morning

With our first open morning of the academic year coming up on Saturday 6th October 9.15am-12 noon,
we wanted to remind existing parents, and inform new parents, that we like to see as many of our pupils as
possible attending school in smart uniform for open morning. Here they will be able to take part in some
amazing and fun educational activities and to be on hand to discuss their school life with prospective parents
and pupils. As our greatest advocates, our current pupils provide invaluable insight and information to
prospective parents considering Downsend for their children, as we are sure you can appreciate! Mrs
Kirkham and Mr Newland are planning a full range of activities available for your children, and refreshments
will be served. As always, we are grateful for your ongoing support, and we hope to see as many of our
pupils as possible on the 6th October.

Clare Kirkham and Karl Newland

Lower School Good Work
The array of wonderful work continued to come to my office this week with a particular highlight being...

Well done Max and Lottie from 2ST!

Clare Kirkham

Circus Adventure Week

The Lower School was awash with amazing acrobats, stupendous strongmen and crazy clowns to name
but a few of the marvellous characters on show during Circus Adventure Week. From Monday’s Greatest
Showman inspired Assembly through to circus skills workshops with Circus Sensible and Drama workshops
with Perform, the Lower School threw themselves wholeheartedly into a wide range of cross curricular
activities.
Year 4 were inspired by the story “Leon and The Place Between” and used their senses to write a circus
themed story ending, while in Maths they tackled word problems that involved determining quantities of
equipment needed for the circus acts and meal deals for circus snack sellers. Meanwhile, Year 3 uncovered
the origins of the circus in Ancient Egypt and sharpened their multiplication and division skills through
problem solving tasks. Year 5 tackled the controversial subject of use of animals in the circus which inspired
some insightful debate on the subject of animal cruelty. In Year 2, our youngest children embraced the
circus theme through English and Drama. The children devised and performed their own circus shows,
wrote clown character descriptions and circus inspired poetry using expanded noun phrases and shared
circus stories in the Library.

Our celebration of the circus ended this morning with an inter-House circus quiz on the playground during
break-time. With a healthy competitive spirit on show, the jury remains out on whether Headley, Norbury,
Ranmore or Wisley will scoop the most house points for returning the highest number of completed
entries.

Lisa Burns

Senior School Information Evening
Thank you to all the parents who attended Tuesday's Senior School Information Evening. We were delighted
so many of you gave up your evening to listen to information about Senior Schools and the developments
for our Senior School offering at Downsend. We hope you found it helpful and informative. If you have any
questions please do not hesitate to email me or come and see me for any further senior school advice.
Mr Thorpe's video presentation is available on the VLE in the new Senior School Expansion section under
Resources.
Karl Newland, Head of Uppper School

Red, White & Blue Day

Next Friday 5th October we are commemorating 100 years since the end of the First World War. The whole
school will have a curriculum collapse for half of the day and the children will be taking part in various
activities to find out more about the history of this war.

Children will also be asked to come to school in mufti that day, dressed in the colours red, white or blue
and bring in £1 which they should give to their form tutor. This money will go to support the charity called
‘Red, White & Blue Day’ which is being run jointly by ABF The Soldiers' Charity, The RAF Benevolent Fund
and The Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity. Each of these three charities is responsible for the welfare
of soldiers, sailors and airmen and their families.

I would like to thank you all for your support in advance.

Helen Black, Head of History

European Day of Languages

Did you know that Mr Thorpe’s favourite word is “Straßenbahnhaltestelle”? Or that Mr Watts is rather partial
to “pamplemousse” or that, fortunately, Mrs Cresswell, our Librarian, is a bit of a “Leseratte”? This week at
Downsend we have been celebrating European Day of Languages through a series of events and activities
around the school.

On Wednesday, the day on which people across Europe celebrated the cultural diversity brought about
through our different languages, all of the children were given a sticker to wear during the day with a greeting
in a foreign language. Having learnt how to say it in form time, they then proceeded to use that greeting
during the day to greet their teachers and each other.

Staff from across the school have displayed their favourite words in a foreign language, and there has been
a scavenger hunt in both the Lower and Upper Schools to find the words that match specific clues or specific
teachers and languages.

The form groups in Years 3 to 5 have competed against each other in an inter-form quiz, identifying famous
landmarks and the languages spoken in those countries. Winners will be announced next week.

In the Upper School, an Inter-house quiz was held in each year group, with the winners being announced
in this morning’s assembly.
Year 6 winners: Ranmore
Year 7 winners: Headley
Year 8 winners: Wisley (won on a tie-breaker with Norbury)

Finally, this morning’s assembly took the theme of celebrating the linguistic diversity of our school, our local
community and our country. We discussed how learning to communicate in a foreign language helps us
demonstrate core values of hospitality (welcome), respect for others and tolerance (openness) and fosters
the key skills of confidence and an understanding of diversity in our society.

Some interesting language facts for you, which I shared with the children this morning:



75% of the world’s population do not speak or understand English at all.



13% of the world’s population can speak English fluently as a first or second language.



Only 5% of the world’s population are native speakers of English.



There are 107 different languages spoken in London.



22% of Londoners do not have English as a first language.



50,000 people in London claim to speak no English at all.

Clearly, there has never been a better time to embrace foreign language learning and this is what we will
be encouraging the children to do, as we prepare them to become the global citizens of the future.

Martin Skitt, Head of Languages

Languages IT Provision

As part of our Languages provision at Downsend, we are keen to support children who would like to
independently pursue learning languages that are not on the curriculum, either because of a family
connection or simply because they are interested. We have therefore arranged access to the Rosetta Stone
online learning platform, which facilitates learning through an immersive programme based predominantly
on developing listening and speaking skills in the first instance.

If your child would be interested in taking up this opportunity, please contact me and encourage them to
come to the ICT Suite 2 on a Friday lunchtime where I can support them with their learning.

Martin Skitt, Head of Languages

Year 6 Reasoning Homework
Thee are various children who are struggling to access their Reasoning homework on Planet Bofa for
various reasons.
If your child is likely to be doing a pre-test, it is VITAL that they do a minimum of TWO tests per week, but
more if possible. I have found that, in my experience, little and often is the best practice!
They need to log onto Planet Bofa (through google).
Log in details:
User name (as for Firefly) firstname.surname@dow-student.co.uk
Password: 1234.
Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have other concerns re the Reasoning. I am here to support both
the children and parents in the run-up to the pre-tests.
Dee Vanstone

Design & Technology Competition

Downsend House Bake Off

Artist Of The Week
This week's AOTW is Safa in 7BD for her informative and beautifully illustrated piece of work on the British
artist, Henry Moore.

Well done Safa!

Julia Aylen

Music Update

An updated timetable of music ensembles is as follows:

If you were in an ensemble last year it is assumed you will participate this year. Please sign up on the What’s
On board to show that you will be continuing. Pupils should see Mrs Allison if they have any questions.
An M-Tech Club timetable can be downloaded here.

Instrumental Lessons at Downsend School

If your child would like to learn an instrument at Downsend with one of our tutors then please email the Head
of Music at nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk. Currently we have tutors for the following instruments:

Flute, Recorder, Oboe, Clarinet, Cello, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba, Electric Guitar,
Acoustic Guitar, Mandolin, Bass Guitar, Drum Kit, Percussion, Ukulele, Violin, Viola and Piano.

If your child would like to play an instrument that is not listed above, please let me know and I will try to
source a tutor for you.

Nicole Allison

News from our Pre-Preps
Thank you to an assembly led by Mr Thorpe, our teachers, families and friends, the Pre-Prep Epsom
children learnt how to speak French, Greek, Italian, Spanish, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Slovak, Dutch, German
and Swiss German as part of European Day of Languages! A huge thank you to our multi-lingual parents
who contributed clips in different languages for our children.

Vanessa Conlan

DPA News & Events

Family Fun Day
Thank you all for supporting the DPA Family Fun Day. Events like these really help foster a sense of
community and friendship within the school. I’d especially like to thank the teachers and DPA members
whose time and effort went into ensuring the event was a success, and to praise the handiwork of Nia
Cummings – her Downsend themed cupcakes and gingerbread men flew off the sale table!
The inflatables were brilliant in spite of the rain. We even had a smattering of fancy dress. We’ll save Mr
Thorpe’s tug-o-war commentary for next year though!

Can you spot yourself in these fun photos?

Alex Dale, DPA Secretary

Uniform Sale

The next Second Hand Uniform Sale is:

Thursday 4th October
3:45pm - 4:45pm
Social Area

If anyone has any questions or would like to volunteer please send Lynn Godwin a
message at admin@dpaschool.org.uk

DPA

Lost Property

At the end of last year we purchased a Lost Property box which can be found at the bottom of the stairs
from the turret. It is used for any lost property, usually unnamed items.

It is a huge job for Paul our Caretaker to return found items each morning to the children. Please can we
all help him and our teachers / staff by naming all of your child’s belongings including uniform, shoes,
bags, sports kit, snack boxes and water bottles.

Any named sports kit left on the playing fields, astro or changing rooms, will be returned to the children by
the sports staff or Paul.

Any unnamed items will always be placed into the lost property box.

In order to streamline our process, and to reduce the number of emails sent and messages placed onto
Classlist, please can we ask that if your child mislays a named item, the first port of call would be to look
in the lost property box, and on your child’s peg, the following day or on a Monday morning.

If the named item cannot be found in either of these places then please ask Paul to keep an eye out for
the missing item when he is walking around the school.

If you find a named item, around school or in bags, which does not belong to your own child, please can
you send a private message to the relevant parent on Classlist which will then save time spent looking for
items.

Hopefully, by following these guidelines we will be reunited with any missing items quickly and we will all
see the number of emails and messages on Classlist reduced.

The DPA now have new fundraising schemes set up for name labels. Please have a look at the following
and keep a note of the references for any orders you may make in the future:

www.easy2name.com
Reference: DOWNSEND SCHOOL KT22
(DPA will receive 20% of all sales)

www.snappytags.com
Reference: 14024DOW
(DPA will receive 10% of all sales)

DPA

Downsend +

Details of our action packed October Half Term and Christmas 2018 activity programmes are available to
download here.
Download a booking form for October Half Term here, and for Christmas 2018 here. A contact form for
each child booked will need to be completed for the new academic year.
Please contact downsendplus@downsend.co.uk if you have any queries or call 07909 861280.
Rebecca Peek
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