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Welcome from the Sports Department 

  

As always we like to hear about your child's sporting highlights and successes outside school, so please 

continue to send them to editor@downsend.co.uk. 

Please keep an eye on www.schoolssports.com for team sheets and match results. Follow us on Twitter 

@DownsendSport 

 

The Sports Department 
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U8 Football Tournament @ Cranmore 

 

 

 

Downsend attended the annual Cranmore U8 Football Festival, having won it for the last 3 years, the 2018 

U8A team were determined to win it for a 4th! 

 

Kicking off their first game with a 2-0 win over Kings College Junior School, they were already gaining 

attention from other teams as 'the team to watch'.  Our second game versus Parkside therefore proved to 

be much tighter, with both teams defending strong and the goalkeepers making excellent saves to keep it 

level, it came down to a quick Downsend counter attack in the closing stages of the game to seal a 1-0 win. 

 

Following an impressive 2-0 win versus Danes Hill in the final group match, the U8's progressed through to 

the Semi Finals. Shrewsbury House were a well organised opponent, but our excellent attacking play 

resulted in a 1-0 and a passage through to the final! 

 

Now only Parkside stood between the Downsend boys and the Cranmore U8 Cup. The boys kept their focus 

and their nerve against a team that were hungry for revenge. But, the boys kept possession well and 

dominated the Parkside half of the field.  It was another wonder goal from Jake D to seal the 1-0 victory and 

a 4th successive Cranmore Cup win. Mr Thorpe was on the sidelines to see the win and commented on 

how impressed he was with the standard of football on show. 



 

 

 

It was a fantastic morning for Downsend Football and we are very proud of the whole team! 

 

Well done to: Felix G, Jake D, Dylan W, Sam H, Rory S, Kobi J. 

 

Jill Oliver 

 

 

The Amazing U11 Girls Hockey Team!  

 

The U11 Girls hockey team have had 8 fabulous days of hockey! Playing in 2 local and one national 

tournament with tremendous outcomes. This success is a true reflection of all the hard work and dedication 

they have shown since their return to school in September. Congratulations to the following girls: 

 

Emma F ©, Jasmine R, Olivia H, Olivia B, Jada J, Megan R, Isabelle B, Sarasa M, Sophia S (GK), Iona F 

& Summer A. 

  

Tournament One: Downsend Invitational Tournament 

 

 



  

The fantastic run started on the 29th September in a local tournament hosted at Downsend against our local 

rivals Notre Dame, Hawthorns and St Teresa’s. After a morning of really competitive hockey, Downsend 

emerged victorious and carried off the gold medals.  

  

Tournament Two: U11 IAPS Hockey Tournament – Hurst College 

  

  

 

This was closely followed by U11 IAPS tournament, which is a national competition. The team travelled to 

Hurstpierpoint to compete alongside 24 schools in this regional tournament. Downsend buoyant from the 

success of the previous weekend approached every game with confidence and drive, which led to a series 

of impressive results and the morning ended with the team topping their group and proceeding into the 

quarterfinals. This match was a closely fought affair but despite giving everything we narrowly lost 1-0 to 

West Hill Park who went on to win the tournament. The Captain Emma F has written her account of the day, 

which can be seen below.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Tournament Three: Hawthorns Invitational Tournament 

  

  

 

Finally to complete our busy 8 days of hockey we arrived at a cold and wet Hawthorns to play in their 6 team 

round robin tournament, but even the weather could not be dampen our spirits! We started positively with a 

1-0 victory over Micklefield, followed closely by a 1-1 and 0-0 draw with Reigate St Mary’s and St Michael's 

Kent respectively. This meant that statistically we only needed a win in our last match to secure the gold 

medal but despite pushing hard and having multiple goalmouth scrambles we failed to finish the job and 

ended on a draw, which gave us the Silver medal. Initial disappointment was followed with immense pride 

with what they have achieved as a team in the last week and frowns were soon turned upside down!  

 

Thank you to all the parents for their unwavering and vocal support of the team it really makes a difference.  

 

Claire Cooper-James 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Emma F – Captains Journal 

 

 

 

At 8 O’clock on Tuesday morning 2nd October all the U11 IAPS squad lined up, excited for a fantastic day 

of hockey. 

 

The drive was about an hour long, we were so looking forward to the day. When we arrived we were directed 

to the South Astro (the school has 3!) where we put our bags down and warmed up. 

 

Our first match ended 3-0 up, so we were positive for our next match. Our second match was extremely 

tough and ended 0-0. The following 2 matches were also draws, which we should have won, but our final 

group match we did win 1-0 and came top of our group and went through to the Cup quarterfinals.  

 

In the quarter finals we came up against a very tricky opposition and in the first half they scored a 

controversial goal, we did not give up and tried and tried to score but couldn’t quite and lost, so we were out 

of the competition. However, we came home happy because we had had a lot of fun!   

 

Thank you to Mrs Cooper-James and Miss Ceci for their brilliant coaching and organising. Thank you to the 

parents for their amazing support.  

 

I would also like to say thank you to my teammates for making this day so enjoyable!  

 

Emma F -  Year 6  

 

 



 

First XI Football Update 

 

 

 

Following a Saturday break due to Open Morning the 1st XI faced a strong Northcote Lodge side on 

Wednesday. They were missing both Matthew Y and Lachie T and, unfortunately, made a very slow start 

to the match, meaning they were 2-0 down before really getting started! However, they played some lovely 

football in the second half, and scored 2 wonderful goals. Two key incidents decided the fate of the game; 

with a very soft penalty going against Downsend to fall 2-3 behind, and then two amazing clearances, one 

from the keeper followed by  an unbelievable full stretch header from the Northcote Lodge defence, denied 

George V from an equalizer! 

 

The boys have a chance to show what they are really capable of in the Regional 6-a-side qualifiers at Danes 

Hill this Saturday, so good luck in the tournament boys! 

 

Karl Newland 

 

 

 
GHS Cross Country 

 

 



 

Last Monday over 150 pupils from 10 different schools travelled to Stoke Park to take part in the annual 

Guildford High Cross Country. Once again it was great to take a large team to this event where we knew 

the competition was strong.  

The Year 3 girls were off first and headed down the hill in Stoke Park at considerable speed. The pace 

slowed as they carried on into the 1.2km course. They ran extremely well in their first competitive event of 

this kind.  

 

Next on the course was the Year 4 girls who, once again, were determined to try their best and ran 

well. They were followed by the Year 5 team who ran well and achieved good results, increasing the 

distance run to 1.6km.  

The final race of the day was the Year 6 girls who were also competing over 1.6km. Once again the girls 

represented the school with grit and determination. A great afternoon of running and well done to all the 

girls who took part.  

Congratulations to Tileena T (Year 3) and Lauren LQ (Year 4) who both finished inside the top 10 in their 

respective Year groups. 

Miss Seivewright 

 

 

U10 Football Tournament @ Charterhouse 

 

 



 

  

The Charterhouse Sixes Tournament was first held over 35 years ago. In 2017 Downsend's U10A's claimed 

the prestigious trophy for the first time in our history. On Monday, we returned to defend that title with the 

2018 U10's.  

 

The boys set out their stall early, with a 5-1 win over Parkside. They quickly established themselves as the 

front runners to retain the trophy with further impressive displays in the group stage against Arnold House 

(won 4-1), Eagle House (won 3-0), and Barfield (won 5-1). Through to the Quarter Final stage as group 

winners, we came across a very tough and determined Edgeborough School.  The boys had to dig deep for 

this one and, with a little added creativity in attack, they progressed through to the Semi Finals with a 3-1 

win. 

 

Downsend were drawn against Papplewick in the Semi Final, who were also coming into the penultimate 

stage of the tournament with an impressive win streak. It proved to be a very high quality match up, with 

both teams demonstrating excellent football. Unfortunately, we were unable to break through their well 

organised defence and succumbed to a 2-0 loss. Papplewick went on to win the Charterhouse Sixes Trophy, 

but our boys did us proud and really dug deep when it mattered.  

 

Well done to: James R, Louis S, Zac S, Ned S, Bobby H, Teddy C, Alfie A, Andrew M-T, Robert D. 

 

Jill Oliver 

 

 

U9 Football Tournament @ Downsend 
 

 



 

On Saturday, the School played host to 12 visiting Schools from across the county as we hosted our 4th 

annual Downsend Under 9 Football Festival. With 20 teams in total, the tournament included both A and B 

teams, who competed for the U9 Cup and U9 Plate respectively.  

  

Despite the downpour, the teams battled it out and put on a great show of footballing talent, playing with lots 

of enthusiasm. The Downsend teams, slightly depleted due to injuries, put up a great fight in the group 

stages and played all their games with grit and determination. We were unfortunate to not progress through 

to the tournaments knock out phase but both Mr Lawrence and Mr Evans were extremely proud of the team 

for their efforts and sportsmanship throughout the tournament.  

 

Well done to: Henry J, Tommy G, Zac W, Aidan H, Joseph B, Kian B, Max G, Riley N, Ethan M, Sawyer K, 

Henry H, Aidan W, Samual Y. 

 

Jill Oliver 

 

 

U13 Hockey IAPS - Tuesday 9 October  

 

 

 

Setting off bright and early to Abingdon School in Oxfordshire, the girls were full of excitement. It could have 

been at the sight of Mr Roberts driving the minibus for us or, hopefully, the prospect of playing in an IAPS 

hockey tournament for their final time at Downsend. 

 

Arriving at the stunning Tilsley Park facility in plenty of time we had a good warm up and pre-match talk 

before settling into the days matches.  Chloe B and Kristy M leading the girls brilliantly, keeping everyone 

positive and energetic on and off the pitch.  The action on the pitch proved hard work and the girls did not 

shy away from what was being asked.  We worked tirelessly to defend our half against teams that have 

many club players and we did incredibly well to keep every score line below 2-0.  We created a number of 

attacking opportunities, had balls deflected off the posts, short corners narrowly missed and made 

encouraging progress throughout the tournament. 



 

 

Well done to all the girls, special mention to Emerson N and Honey C (Y7’s) for supporting the Y8 girls and 

playing their part well. Great work to Sophie B for her endless energy as CM; well done to Sofia H for her 

goal keeping; Katherine V, Rhianna D and Hannah K for their consistent determination and Chloe B and 

Kristy M for their perseverance as players and captains. 

 

Thank you to Mr Roberts for driving us. 

 

Good effort girls. 

 

Fiona Fitch 

 

 

Match Results 

 

All match results can be also be viewed on Schoolsports here. 

 

Football     

U10A Danes Hill Won 

U10B Danes Hill Won 

U10C Danes Hill Won 

U10D Danes Hill Won 

U10E Danes Hill Lost 

U10F Danes Hill Lost 

U9A Cranmore Won 

U9B Cranmore Drew 

U9C Cranmore Lost 

U9D Cranmore Lost 

U9E Cranmore Lost 

U9F Cranmore Lost 

U11A Shrewsbury House Drew 

U11B Shrewsbury House Won 

U11C Shrewsbury House Won 

U11D Shrewsbury House Lost 

U11E Shrewsbury House Lost 

1st XI Northcote Lodge Lost 

2nd XI Northcote Lodge Lost 

3rd XI Northcote Lodge Won 

4th XI Northcote Lodge U13G Won 

4th XI Northcote Lodge U13F Won 

      

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/Default.asp?id=958


 

Hockey     

U8A Danes Hill Won 

U8B Danes Hill Won 

U8C Danes Hill Won 

U8D CLFS Won 

U11A CLFS Drew 

U11B The Hawthorns Drew 

U12A Notre Dame Won 

U12B The Hawthorns Lost 

      

Swimming     

Boys U13A CLFS Won 

Boys U12A CLFS Won 

Boys U11A CLFS Won 

Boys U10A CLFS Won 

Boys U9A CLFS Won 
 

 

 

Other Sporting News 

  

Well done to Lana B in Year 5 and her team from Epsom Hockey Club who won every match at the Kingston 

Hockey Festival at the weekend! 

  

 



 

 

Well done to Curtis T who won player of the tournament for Dorking rugby club at the Guildford rugby 

tournament last weekend, with the help and support of his team mates Louie S and Theo B. 

  

 

  

Congratulations to George P who has recently joined the Dorking Swim Squad and took park in his first 

meet last Saturday at Dorking. He swam 200m Freestyle against 9,10 and 11 year olds and won the gold! 

He also swam a 200m IM and received the gold for his age group. Well done George! 

 

 
 



 

 

Attendance at Clubs / Practices 

If your son/daughter is unable to attend a practice or sports club please can you ensure you let the PE 

department know in advance.  We need to ensure that all our pupils are in the correct place at all times.  Pick 

up from sports practices will be at the location of the practice, pupils will not be released to meet 

parents/carers at any other location. 

  

Team Sheets 

All team sheets are posted on the Schools Sports website at least 2 days in advance of the scheduled 

matches.  Please do check through the calendar to see when all matches are for your child's year group.  It 

is common practice that they are predominately on the same afternoon but on occasions this may differ. 

 

Within the website you can either select the team, calendar option or by the sport. A small icon that looks 

like a little blue man will appear if the team sheet has been added. This provides all the information that will 

be needed for the match. 

  

Don't forget you will now need the password to access the team sheets. 

  

Sports Notices 

Team Selection Policy and Sport for All 

Parents' Swimming 

  

 

 

 

 

Calendar 

 

 

 

Uniform 

 

 

Term Dates 

 

 

 

SchoolsSports 
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Inspiring young minds 
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