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A message from the Headmaster
It’s been another bumper week, full of activities and practices, for pupils current and prospective. The
planning application for the Arts Centre went live this week, and is available to view under the documents
tab via this link.

Behind the scenes, we continue to work like the proverbial trojans, with uniform a hot topic amongst our
older pupils, who have had significant input into its design. Don’t worry, there will be few changes lower
down the school to what is a very smart and distinguishable uniform! Much like the rest of the school

provision, we are merely building on what is already so good about our school, as my mid-year report
reflected earlier this week. This excellence has been typified by those who have earned Scholarship success
so far this year, 23 awards in total. Well done, all; we are very proud of what you have achieved!

Sonny A (Sport, Charterhouse)
Sam B (Sport, Reigate GS)
Alex D (Sport, Whitgift)
Leah F (All-Rounder, St John’s)
Harry G (Sport, Box Hill)
Imogen G (Academic & All-Rounder, St John’s)
Olivia H (Music, St Teresa’s)
Sofia H (D&E & Sport, St John’s)
Eleanor K (Academic, St Teresa’s)
Amy N-J (Academic & Art, St John’s)
Jack P (Music, St John’s)
Megan R (Music & Sport, Reigate GS)
Megan R (Academic, Music & Sport, St Teresa’s)
Katherine V (All-Rounder, St John’s)
Angus W (Sport, Reigate GS)
Toby W (Sport, Box Hill)
Matthew Y (Sport, KCS Wimbledon)

Leading through a time of transition can be challenging and exciting in equal measure and I have been
intrigued by some examples of this in the media this week. A week ago, we looked on with horror at the
atrocities committed in Christchurch as people were killed whilst they prayed. The response of the
outstanding NZ Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, has been nothing short of remarkable. Her humanity and
commitment to a sense of community and togetherness has been humbling. Compare this with the divisive
and self-centred approach to the political landscape in the UK and the US, and the difference is all the more
startling! She is an example to all of us and we remain utterly committed to following her example as we
chart our path in the coming months and years.

Ian Thorpe

Transport Survey

We are currently planning an extension to our transport provision as we seek to manage traffic into, and
around, our site effectively. This involves a broadening of our bus and train station shuttle services. In order
to help us to best serve your requirements, we have designed a short survey, which will take no more than
3 minutes to complete. It is available via this link

Thank you for taking the time to assist us with our planning.

Whilst on the subject of transport, we have recently received a complaint from a local resident regarding
parking and manoeuvring in neighbouring roads. Can we ask all parents for this to be done with care and
consideration, so as not to upset our local residents.

Craig Simmons, Business Manager

Lower School Update

This week there has been a sense of Spring around the school with the weather turning milder, blossom
budding on the trees and Spring Equinox finally arriving. Our behavioural focus this half term has been on
appearance and I am delighted by the way the Year 5's have acted as such strong role models to the
younger pupils in the way they are presenting themselves around the school. Well done to you all. This
target will continue until the end of the term and I look forward to seeing the Lower School children

remembering to tuck their shirts in, pull their socks up and wear their blazers to and from school proudly
each day. Thank you to parents with your support with this.

On Tuesday the Year 4 and Year 5's had lots of fun doing a myriad of interesting activities in their Drama
workshops lead by Jeremy James Taylor. That afternoon, the Lower School had their half term House
Assemblies and the theme that they explored was ‘Developing Good Habits’. The staff were incredibly proud
of the good examples the children came up with. This morning, we were greeted with an array of the most
wonderful costumes to celebrate Y2 Victorian Day. The staff were looking very stern and the classes of
chimney sweeps, scullery maids and suffragettes were looking very biddable!

I have been delighted by some excellent work again this week: Austin S in Year 3 for his amazing work on
paragraphing, Tayla S showed me her wonderful fact file about South Africa, William M shared with me his
outstanding House of Fun questionnaire and Charlotte R brightened my day and my office with her very
skillful tie die paper. I was also thrilled to read several wonderful poems to celebrate World Poetry Day on
Thursday, including a great haiku by Jamie H, a super acrostic by Maria B and a lovely sport poem by
Francesca W. Well done everyone.

Clare Kirkham, Head of Lower School

Upper School Update

This week the Upper School pupils have impressed me so much with their creativity and kindness.

Well done to the Year 6 pupils and parents for their amazing World War 2 evacuee outfits, The morning was

full of fun but incredible facts about the working conditions of young people during the period, as well as
postcards home, real contemporary sourced artefacts and some wonderful biscuits, made by the kitchen
staff, using original WW2 recipes. In terms of kindness the Upper School pupils have read to Lower school
children, and supported lessons and assemblies, so well done to you all.

A special well done should go to Ben W and Zoe S who, based on their outstanding commitment and support
for all those around them, have been appointed to the Prefect team as well as to Olivia B, Alfie.R-F, Kiera
J and Rory D who were brilliant buddies to four new pupils on Thursday.

Finally, well done to all our pupils across the school for looking so smart. I have been so pleased to see you
in polished shoes, clean and neat blazers and hardly an un-tucked shirt all week. As we move forwards our
new focus will be on organisation, and in particular using our planners effectively. Parents, could you please
ensure your children have their planners with them at school from Monday, or let the form tutor know if it
has been misplaced.

Karl Newland, Head of Upper School

Year 6 Evacuee Morning

On Wednesday, Year 6 had an Evacuee morning. This started with an amazing talk from Alexander H’s
grandmother, who retold her fascinating story of her mother’s escape from Poland. The children were
enthralled by her stories and they were delighted to be able to try on an actual tin helmet, look at gas masks,
her father’s medals, two beautiful blouses made from parachutes as well as newspapers and other
documents from the time.

Then the children went to their form rooms to complete activities about being an evacuee, writing a postcard
home as an evacuee and looking at rationing. They even got to try some examples of ration food; the honey
biscuits and carrot cakes were enjoyed by all. Finally, Doug and his amazing catering team, laid on the most
magnificent war time spread for lunch.
A thoroughly enjoyable morning which really enriched the Year 6’s understanding of what life was like as
an evacuee in World War Two.

Helen Black, Head of History

*********

On Wednesday we had evacuee day at school. We attended school in clothes as if we were in the Second
World War which was great fun, as It meant I could cut up my uniform! The first activity was listening to
speech by Alexander’s Hardings grandma, who talked about evacuating Poland where she lived. She talked
about her mum and dad’s experiences of being evacuated and how scary it all was. I found this to be very
interesting and wouldn’t have wanted to experience this myself. Next we had a classroom activity about
choosing where to go if we were to be evacuated. We had to choose the pros and cons of each house. I felt
very sorry for the children who would have been evacuated. At breaktime we were given biscuits from the
kitchen and a lunch that represented the food at the time – I prefer Jaffa Cakes and chicken Katzu! Thank
you to Miss Black for organise the day for us.

Ralphie A, Year 6

*********
On Wednesday it was Evacuee morning for me and others in year 6.

I woke up nice and early to get dressed into my costume. When I arrived at school I saw many amazing
costumes of different types, we even had a French evacuee! Our first activity was listening to an outstanding
speech by a guest speaker about her parent’s experience in the war.

Her parents were Polish and lived in Poland, but when war broke out her father went off to fight in the war.
They were quite a wealthy family and had a car, so when they got a phone call telling them to leave if they

believe in God (which they did as they were Jewish), they fled their country – in their car – to neighbouring,
Romania. When they arrived they wanted to continue to France - to be even further away from the Nazis,
but they didn’t have a passport. A very good friend of the speaker’s parent’s had friends in the Polish
embassy so it wasn’t long before they arrived in Paris. They then moved to England when France was
invaded. The rest is History!

After that we wrote a postcard imagining that we were evacuees in the countryside. We each chose a house
to “live with” and wrote our postcard pretending that we were living there and asking our families how they
were.

Then we talked about rationing and did some activities, we were shocked at how little food and clothing
everyone was allowed. We even tried some cakes and cookies made from rationed food, they tasted
surprisingly nice!

By then it was the end of our wonderful morning.

Emma F, Year 6

Year 2 Victorian Day

Year 2 travelled back in time to the 1880's today to experience the harsh realities of school during Victorian
times. Dozens of chimney sweeps and maids grappled with rote learning to master the 3Rs (Reading,
Writing and Arithmetic). Meanwhile strict unsmiling teachers carried out nail inspections in silent classrooms
while the boys and girls sat apart in rows of desks. The dreaded dunce’s cap and cane were evident to
maintain discipline and Mr Roberts returned to Downsend to instruct the children in the rigours and precision
of Drill. While quite different to a typical Downsend day, the children loved the role play and a number were

heard to say they would like it to be the same next Monday. The Year 2 teachers and teaching assistants
are not quite so keen on that idea!

“I had to wear the dunce’s hat because I laughed.” Jacob, 2CW
“Victorian school has been very harsh.” 2ST
“We had a blackboard and my teacher had a stick called a cane for naughty children'”
2YdV
“I loved being monitor for the day because Ma’am let me give out the slates and
chalk.” Millie, 2LB

Year 2 Team

Townsend Warner History Prize – The Results

Last month Leah F, Jacob S, Shihong F and Geoffrey L made it through to the last round of the prestigious
‘Townsend Warner History Prize’. Only 250 candidates from the initial 1000 made it through to this round.
This final paper was a two-hour exam where they had to answer questions based on a wide range of topics.
The paper is designed to give pupils a chance to show off their knowledge of history as well as the
opportunity to write with flair and imagination.

Leah came 104th, her scores on the much harder second round paper were much higher than her first round
answers, her impressive second paper alone would have put her in the top 50. Whereas Jacob came a
respectable 182nd and I am really hoping that he will apply again next year! Special mention to Shihong
and Geoffrey, who both came 221st and are the youngest ever entrants to have made it this far. They all
performed extremely well in this challenging round and I am incredibly proud of them all; their achievements
are fantastic especially considering the tough competition they were against.

Helen Black, Head of History

Calling All Dragons!!

As part of the ACE timetable (after CE exams) next term, the Year 8's will have their annual Dragons Den
day. Due to some of the past Dragons no longer being Downsend parents, I am in need of some help!
Please if you have any experience of the following roles and feel you could help out on the following dates,
could you let me know?

Managing Director
Human Resources
Sales
Finance
Marketing and Advertising
Manufacturing

If possible, any volunteers would be able to attend a briefing given to the pupils on Friday 28th June at
8.45am where the children will be told how to fulfil their role and given the briefing for the product design. It
would be helpful if you could stay for the morning and oversee the teams working on their presentations but
not essential. The actual presentations will take place on Tuesday 2nd July all day where you would be part
of the Dragons team who decide on winners of “Best Teamwork”, “Best Product” and “Best Presentation”.
You would need to deliver a Masterclass at the start of the day on each role within the team (Past ppts are
available to look at).

If anyone feels they may be able to help please could you email dee.vanstone@downsend.co.uk

There will be a meeting about the set-up of the day on Wednesday 26th June at 4.15pm in E1 if anyone is
interested in helping out and finding out more.

Thank you,

Dee Vanstone

Book Week House Competition
Sharing our favourite classic books

“And so for a time it looked as if all the adventures were coming to an end; but that
was not to be.”
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S.Lewis

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE WHO ENTERED THE COMPETITION

WINNERS
Charlotte R 4MP
Aaron C 2LB
Alice S 2CW
Oscar R 5GH
Sawyer K 4MP
Jake H 2YdV
Leah F 8GL

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Amy J 3MB
Sophie C 4AS
Jemima J 5PM
Kian D 5LC
Sofia F 2CW
Grace K 3MB
Maria B 4JN

COMMENDED
Finley G-S 4EF
Jessica Jane L 4EF
Rex R 2Lb
George C 5AG
Amelia L 2ST
Sienna W 2CW
Jessica R 3NL

Karen Cresswell

Book Fair

Thank you so much for your involvement with the Book Fair that we held in our Library recently. Your
purchases have meant that we have received ‘Rewards’ that we will use to buy new books for our Library
that will benefit pupils across the school
I know that many of you received very long ‘wish lists’ from your children but it has been lovely to see the
excitement on their faces when their books arrived and to see so many of them relaxing and reading their
new books in the Library and around the school.

Thank you so much for your support, it is really appreciated.

Karen Cresswell, School Librarian

Club News
Please note next w/c Monday 25 March will be the last week for Clubs and after school Sports Practices.
During the last week of term Prep Class and Extended Day provision will be on as usual Monday 1, Tuesday
2 and Wednesday 3 April. Term finishes on Thursday 4 April at 2.15pm for Lower School pupils (and
siblings) and 2.45pm for Upper School pupils.

Target Shooting Club – Free Taster Session
After a very popular start to target shooting within Downsend, Target Shooting School are hosting a free
taster session for pupils from Downsend (Years 6-8) to come along and try out this wonderful sport on
Tuesday 30 April from 7.30 - 8.15am. There are limited spaces available, please email
office@downsend.co.uk to secure your place. Classes start on 7 May.

Seb Watts, Deputy Head

Artist of the Week
This week's Artist of the Week is Chloe in 8GL. Year 8 have been looking at Lucien Freud's portraits to help
develop their painting technique. Chloe's work in progress demonstrates excellent colour mixing and subtle
blending of tones. Well done!

Julia Aylen

Music Update

Instrumental Lessons at Downsend School

If your child would like to learn an instrument at Downsend with one of our tutors then please email the Head
of Music at nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk.

Currently we have tutors for the following instruments:

Flute, Recorder, Oboe, Clarinet, Cello, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba, Electric Guitar,
Acoustic Guitar, Mandolin, Bass Guitar, Drum Kit, Percussion, Ukulele, Violin, Viola, Cello and Piano.

If your child would like to play an instrument that is not listed above, please let me know and I will try to
source a tutor for you.

**********

Some of our Year 2 pupils sang in the St Christopher’s Music festival last week. As you can see they were
full of energy and delivered a wonderful performance.

**********

Year 3 were treated to a special concert on Wednesday in which our pupils who have been learning the
cello performed with confidence and enthusiasm after just a few short weeks of learning with their teacher,
Miss Goodwin. We can’t wait until our Summer concert, when they will get to perform again alongside all
the other instruments Year 3 learn in our music scheme. If your child is interested in having a free trial cello
lesson with Miss Goodwin, please contact Mrs Allison via email: Nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk

Nicole Allison

Drama Workshops
On Tuesday, Years 4 and 5 had the opportunity to work with experienced theatre practitioner Jeremy James
Taylor in a series of Drama workshops.

Jeremy has worked with a variety of famous and successful people over his many years in the business,
and has a long-standing relationship with the National Youth Music Theatre. We are very lucky to have
someone like him coming in to work with our children…but then Jeremy was very lucky to get to work with
such inspiring young actors!

Through a series of drama games and tableaux, the children learned the importance of teamwork,
imagination, flexibility and thinking outside the box.

Chris Bryant

2020 Ski Trip

There are limited spaces available on the Ski Trip for 2020 to Les Menuires. If you would like to go on the
trip, please get your forms to Mr Mitchell as soon as possible. Places will be allocated on a first come, first
served basis.

Pete Mitchell

DPA News & Events

downsendpa@gmail.com

DPA Summer Time Ball – Early Bird Tickets On Sale
MONDAY!

Saturday 15 June, 2019
Epsom Downs Racecourse, Epsom
Drinks Reception 6.30pm, Dinner Served 7.30pm, Carriages
1.00am
The DPA are delighted to announce that Early Bird tickets for the DPA Summer Time Ball will be on sale
from MONDAY!
That’s right, from Monday 25 March until 7pm on 4 April, tickets to this years’ Ball can be purchased for a
discounted price of £55 per person, inclusive of welcome drink, three course meal & dancing the night
away!

Booking your tickets:

To avoid disappointment, please book your tickets as an individual, group or full table using CLASSLIST.
To do that, you will see a notice from Charlotte Staplehurst on CLASS LIST on Monday 25 March, open the
message and click on the 'Menu' tab, bottom right corner, select ‘Events’ and you will see the Summer Time
Ball. The rest is easy!

Some points to note when booking:

1.

Tables seat comfortably 10 but can accommodate 12 people at a push.

2.

You don’t need to find a whole table-worth of people to come with. If you have a smaller party, we will

do our best to accommodate you onto other tables
3.

If you have a preference to be located near other friends, please note this on your booking. We will try

our best to accommodate as much as possible

Fundraising
This year, the ever-popular Headmasters Auction will focus on fundraising to support the plans for the
Downsend Wellbeing Garden. While we are embracing our sense of community spirit, the DPA are proud
to announce our support for the local children’s charity – Action for A-T (https://actionforat.org/) with an
additional set of auction prizes. All monies raised during the Action for A-T auction will go towards supporting
their important work to help find a cure for children with this rare condition.

We are really looking forward to bringing you an absolutely stand out evening and raising money for two
very worthy causes.

Get in touch if you would like to learn more or have any questions please get in touch with the DPA Ball
team through CLASSLIST.

The DPA Committee

LAMDA News

If you are interested in your child joining LAMDA either next term or in the Autumn, or would like more
information, please get in touch with Lucy Biszczanik at lucylu900@hotmail.com or 07816 524066.

Lamda lessons are available to children from Year 2 up to Year 8. They are held in school break times and
lunch hours and focus on poetry, prose and drama.

Children will explore key areas such as improvisation and story-telling, characterisation, mime and physical
theatre, as well as voice work and devising. Through these disciplines, they will cultivate important skills
such as imagination, confidence, coordination and teamwork and develop an appreciation and
understanding of the spoken word and love of literature.

Lucy Biszczanik

News from our Pre-Preps
Exploring in the woods

‘We're going on a dinosaur hunt. We’re going to catch a big one! What a beautiful day. We're not scared!’
This week the children in Reception had a wonderful time exploring Ashtead Common during Forest School.
Dressed from ‘top to toe’ in our waterproofs, the children followed Jay into the woods for an adventure,
where we came across a number of obstacles...

"Oozy, squishy mud!" exclaimed Mary.
"A wet and squelchy swamp," squealed Archie.
"A deep ditch!" shouted Max.
"A dark wood and big spooky trees," whispered Sasha.

The children soon discovered that they couldn't go under or over these obstacles but would need their
problem solving skills and courage, to find a way through! The children had great fun exploring seasonal
creatures and plants, as well as climbing trees, jumping in puddles and looking for signs of dinosaurs. “We
didn’t find a dinosaur.…but the hot chocolate was really nice!" -Vincent.

Christeen Hill

With just two weeks of term remaining, it's time to start thinking about the Easter holidays. Downsend+ has
exciting programmes of activity planned for Easter and May Half Term 2019. Details are available on our
website or can be downloaded below.

We also have details below of our Summer Tennis Camps and are offering early booking discounts. We
are also working on finalising details of our summer programme which we hope to publish shortly so
watch this space! The summer dates that Downsend+ will be open are Friday 12 July to Wednesday 28
August 2019.

Please do remember bookings must be received 10 working days in advance to receive the pre-booked
rate.

For full details and bookings please contact Rebecca Peek on 07909 861 280 or email

downsendplus@downsend.co.uk

Contact Form 2018-2019
Easter and May Course Description
Easter Booking Form
Summer Tennis Booking Form

Rebecca Peek
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