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A message from the Headmaster 

   

Downsend was transported back in time 500 years today, as we celebrated the life of Leonardo da Vinci as 

the focus of our STEAM Day. Da Vinci is one of my personal heroes, and unquestionably one of the world’s 

greatest ever visionaries, so he would have been very proud to see those same principles alive and well in 

Leatherhead. From ages 6 to 13, problems were identified, options discussed and solutions found all day 

long, with the support of our brilliant staff. Miss Aylen organised a whole raft of da Vinci themed activities 

that kept us all fully engaged throughout the day, typifying the very best of a Downsend education. I hope 

that your child enjoyed this final day before the half-term break. 

  

This week, we have seen further success on the cricket pitches, in glorious sunshine, as well as a range of 

small musical concerts. The U10 boys won the prestigious Charterhouse Tournament for the first time, whilst 

the girls have secured a raft of victories over local rivals CLFS and Danes Hill. After half-term, there are 

almost too many highlights to look forward to: residential trips, Sports Day, Downsend Rocks, Prize Giving, 

the DPA Ball, to name but a few, as well as the start of the Summer Refurbishment Programme. It’s going 

to be a great last month or so, so I hope that you enjoy the break next week in readiness for the final push. 

  

Ian Thorpe 

 

https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=36d4e7fd308c4b47971ac3dba&id=f718b2ed14
https://twitter.com/DownsendSchool
https://www.facebook.com/DownsendSchool
http://www.downsend.co.uk/
http://instagram.com/downsendschoolsurrey
https://twitter.com/DownsendSchool
https://www.facebook.com/DownsendSchool
http://www.downsend.co.uk/
http://instagram.com/downsendschoolsurrey


 

Lower School Update 

  

It has been an exciting and jam-packed half term in the Lower School and I can scarcely believe that the 

half term holiday is here already. We have managed to achieve a huge amount in a short time and the 

children have outdone themselves in terms of focus, hard work and tenacity, not least in their assessments, 

which happened this week. STEAM Day today was a great success and I was thrilled to see the team work 

and perseverance that the children displayed, lead brilliantly by Miss Aylen and her STEAM Team. Well 

done to everyone! 

  

Well done too to the DPA team involved in planning and running this year’s inaugural ‘Colour Run’ last 

Sunday. This was a fantastic event and I can personally attest to the fact that there really was plenty of 

colour; much of which was expertly thrown not just by parents, Mr Thorpe and myself but also by my own 

colour-crazed children! It was a brilliant morning and I’m already looking forward to the next one.   

  

This week I had the pleasure of doing an assembly with the Year 1 children who will be joining us as Year 

2 in September. We discussed the book ‘The Most Magnificent Thing’ and the skills of determination and 

resilience – I’m sure that they will love it here and look forward to seeing them again for our new ‘Year 1 

Midsummer Mixer’ next half term. 

  

After the half term break, I will be releasing the classlists that my year group teams have been working hard 

on for next year. Before doing this, I wanted to prepare you all for a change to how this class information 

will be published to you. This year, you will only receive the class list for your child’s class and not their 

entire year group as you will have done in the past. This is owing to changes in GDPR legislation and is 

something that we must now abide by. Thank you for your understanding with this change. Class lists will 

be published a few days before your child’s ‘Meet the Teacher’ session. 

  

In pupil news, I learnt this week about an amazing gymnastics discipline called ‘Parkour’ which is practised 

by Charlie R in 2LB. This form of gymnastics involves negotiating obstacles, jumping, flipping, running and 

climbing and sounds incredible! Well done, Charlie – I am so impressed and can’t believe the photo you 

showed me of you in action! Well done too this week to Sophie M in 4JN and Alex B in 5LC who have 

submitted their programme idea to the BBC for their consideration. Best of luck and please do keep us 

posted about your progress. 

  



 

 

  

Fingers crossed that the sun keeps shining on you wherever you are spending your break and I hope that 

you all have a wonderful holiday. 

  

Clare Kirkham, Head of Lower School and Helen Black, Deputy Head of Lower School 

 

 

Upper School Update 

 

 

  



 

 

This week the Sports Hall has been bustling with the sounds of pens scratching and calculators clicking as 

the boys and girls in the Upper School have been sitting their end of Year exams. The staff have been 

pleased with their focus and commitment, and will be busy marking the papers over the half-term, so that 

the results can be fed back when the pupils return after their half-term break. 

  

There has still been time for a busy week of tennis and cricket fixtures, and all the Downsend teams have 

played superbly this week in good weather and on dry wickets. 

  

Now that the exams are over may I take this opportunity to wish all our Upper School pupils and parents a 

wonderful, and hopefully sunny, half-term break, and we will see you on Monday 3rd June for what is always 

a busy but enjoyable second half of term. 

 

Karl Newland, Head of Upper School 

 

 

 

STEAM Day 

 

 

 

It's been full STEAM ahead at Downsend today as we have celebrated Leonardo Da Vinci's life as an 

inventor, artist and scientist with various activities keeping us busy throughout the school. From paper 

plane design, perspective drawing and camera obscura making to dandelion parachutes, nature walks 

and painting with pigments!  

 



 

  

 

  

 

8S Trip to National Maritime Museum 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, 8S spent the day at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich.  It was a glorious sunny day, 

which was all the more enjoyed, as we took the Clipper along the Thames from the London Eye, whilst 



 

recognising famous London Landmarks. Once we were at the National Maritime, we made our way to the 

Tudor & Stuart Seafarers gallery where 8S enjoyed the interactive resources. Next stop was the Polar 

Regions and learning some new words in Inuit. The Ship Simulator was a great favourite, as the class 

actually had the opportunity to steer different types of ships from the bridge, although there were rather a 

lot of crashes! Finally, we wandered round the Nelson gallery finding out about the Napoleonic Wars. The 

day ended with lunch at Pizza Express; delicious. 8S were fantastic company and I was highly impressed 

by their wonderful manners. 

 

Helen Black  

 

 

 

  Music Update   

  

Instrumental Lessons at Downsend School 

  

 

 

  We Have Vacancies!!  

 

Would your child like to learn to play the flute or cello? Trial lessons are available, 

please contact nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk. 

 

 

  

If your child would like to learn an instrument at Downsend with one of our tutors then please email the Head 

of Music at nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk. 

mailto:nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk.
mailto:nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk.


 

 

We also have tutors for the following instruments: 

  

Flute, Recorder, Oboe, Clarinet, Cello, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba, Electric Guitar, 

Acoustic Guitar, Mandolin, Bass Guitar, Drum Kit, Percussion, Ukulele, Violin, Viola, Cello and Piano. 

  

If your child would like to play an instrument that is not listed above, please let me know and I will try to 

source a tutor for you. 

  

Nicole Allison 

 

 

 

DPA News & Events 

 

 

  

downsendpa@gmail.com  

  

DPA Colour Run/Walk in aid of the Children's Trust 

 

 

 

mailto:downsendpa@gmail.com


 

  

 

Well, we called and you answered: what an amazing turnout for the first ever Downsend Colour run! A big 

thank you to all participants and helpers and especially to our sponsor Josh Evans, the catering team and 

the maintenance team. 

 

Remember you can order photos of the day, taken by our professional photographer by following the link 

below. Prints cost just £10 each, with proceeds going to the Children’s Trust. 

  

https://www.picturesnap.co.uk/v/photos/74867mkt 

 

Numbers are being crunched and we’ll be able to tell you the final amount raised very soon! 

  

The DPA Committee 

 

 

 

Uniform Sale 

   

  

   

The next Second-Hand Uniform INTAKE will be on Tuesday 4th June from 8am at the Turret 

entrance. 

 

Parents wishing to sell uniform, please note the following: 

The shop sells only current Downsend Logo uniform and sports kit. 

Please make sure items are cleaned and a completed label is attached, with a safety pin. Labels can be 

found on the Downsend website or on the wall in the Turret Entrance.  

50% of the sales proceeds are donated to the DPA and 50% returned to the seller. Should you wish to 

donate the full proceeds, please write "DPA donation" on the label.   

 

If anyone has any questions or would like to volunteer, please send Lynn Godwin a  

message at downsendpa@gmail.com 

  

 

 

https://www.picturesnap.co.uk/v/photos/74867mkt
mailto:downsendpa@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May Half Term is next week and Downsend+ has an exciting programme of activities planned. Details are 

available on our website or can be downloaded below. 

 

We have an action packed programme of activities for the Summer Holidays at Downsend + and will be 

open from Friday 12 July to Wednesday 28 August 2019 (Closed Bank Holiday Monday 26th August 2019). 

Download a course description here and a Summer 2019 booking form here.  

 

If your child is a budding Andy Murray, details of our summer tennis camps can be 

downloaded here and we are offering early booking discounts. 

 

For full details and bookings please contact Rebecca Peek on 07909 861 280 or email 

downsendplus@downsend.co.uk 

   

Contact Form 2018-2019 

May Half Term Course Description 

May Half Term Booking Form 

Summer 2019 Course Description 

Summer 2019 Booking Form 

  

Rebecca Peek   

 

 

https://www.downsend.co.uk/holiday-club/downsend-plus/
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/05/Summer-Holiday-Description-2019.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/05/Summer-2019-Booking-Form.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/02/Summer-2019-Tennis-Booking-Form.pdf
mailto:downsendplus@downsend.co.uk
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2018/09/Contact-Form-2018-2019.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/01/Febuary-Easter-May-Description-2019-1.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/01/May-Half-Term-2019.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/05/Summer-Holiday-Description-2019.pdf
https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/05/Summer-2019-Booking-Form.pdf


Camp Wilderness 

 

Did you know that Camp Wilderness is part of the Cognita family and that they run magical woodland-

based summer camps for children aged 6 to 15? 

 

Camp Wilderness operates to the same high standards of health and safety and safeguarding you receive 

from Downsend School and is a trusted partner.  

 

Camp Wilderness runs immersive summer camp experiences throughout the school summer holidays. 

Each camp is residential and you can choose between 3-day and 5-day camps, at six beautiful locations 

across the UK. 

 

This summer, activities include bushcraft, swimming in lakes, learning how to cook over campfires, 

archery and Animal Encounter sessions with their partner, Zoo Labs. 

 

As a Cognita parent you are entitled to a 20% discount on the prices below on any booking with Camp 

Wilderness, using code: COGNITA19 

Prices 

 

3 Day Camp: £175 per child (£140 with Cognita discount) 

5 Day Camp: £300 per child  (£240 with Cognita discount) 

 

For more information or to book online, visit www.campwilderness.co.uk. 

   

http://www.campwilderness.co.uk/


 

 
 

 

 

News from our Pre-Preps 

 

Pre-Prep Epsom had a 'marvellous minibeast' day on Thursday as part of #outdoorclassroomday and to 

further deepen and enrich their learning over the half term about minibeasts. The children looked wonderful, 

enjoyed investigating and exploring and had lots and lots of fun! 

Vanessa Conlan 

 



  

 

  



 

  

 

 

Next Half Term @ Downsend  

 

  

 

 

 

Calendar 

 

 

 

DPA 

 

https://www.downsend.co.uk/parents/prep-school-portal/prep-portal-calendar/
https://www.downsend.co.uk/parents/prep-school-portal/prep-portal-dpa/
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