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A message from the Headmaster 

  

The start of an academic year is always characterised by smiling pupils and energised staff. This year has 

been no different but there can be little doubt that the response to the recent improvement works have 

added a sense of amazement to those attributes. We have been overwhelmed by the response of pupils 

and parents alike and would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your positive words of 

encouragement and support. The children have their own favourite spaces, whether the Learning Support 

Centre or the Junior Star, the Food Technology Room or the STEAM spaces. Collectively, they will allow 

staff and pupils to develop those skills of problem-solving, creativity and adaptability that will ensure their 

success in the future, including in the exam halls. The spaces are bright and open, much like our approach 

in general, and we look forward to sharing our exciting journey with you. There is no respite, with the process 
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of tendering for the Arts Centre underway and it will be a matter of weeks before you see progress in this 

area too, and all to the same high standard. These are exciting times! 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Over the next few weeks, we hope you enjoy your chance to see the spaces for yourselves at our various 

Curriculum and Welcome Evenings. If they are as well supported as last night’s Sports Information Evening, 

we will be fortunate indeed. Well done to Mr Lawrence for his inspirational delivery and common sense, and 

thank you to those parents who attended and are as committed as we are to ensuring that RESPECT 

underpins our excellent sporting provision. We hope that this might catapult us to the Independent School 

of the Year Award next month – fingers crossed! 



  

 

Ian Thorpe 
 

 

Lower School Update 

  

The Turret was a lovely place to be this week as we opened the doors again to our Lower School children 

and welcomed them into our new and improved facilities. The gasps of amazement were wonderful to hear 

and were only bettered by seeing so many children using the new spaces over the past few days. From 

2CW exploring the Junior Library and Miss Coates teaching Drama in the STEAM Breakout, to Year 2 and 

3 climbing the new playground equipment and various activities happening in our new STAR area, it was 

exciting to see these changes already enriching the children’s learning. 

  

With over 100 children new to the Lower School this term, the attitude of our existing pupils was also 

inspiring to see. Children came in confidently and smartly and our Buddies took on their roles with a great 

sense of responsibility and care. Smiling faces abounded. Well done to everyone acting as a Buddy this 

term; this is an important role and you have made an excellent start. 

  

I look forward to seeing many of our Year 3 to 5 parents over the next two weeks at our curriculum evenings 

to welcome parents too to what I am certain will be a fantastic year. 

  

As always, if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. My temporary office can be 

found above the Turret. 

  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

  

Clare Kirkham, Head of Lower School 

 

  
 



 

Upper School Update 

 

I do hope all our Upper School families and pupils had a wonderful and, hopefully, warm summer. It was a 

joy to welcome you all back on Wednesday, and this year in particular to see the looks of wonder and awe 

at the redesign of the Upper School following the summer works programme. As you will know, due to the 

changing shape of the school we have lots of new pupils starting with us this term, including 14 new starters 

in Year 7 embarking on their 5 year GCSE journeys, and it was lovely to see how warmly welcomed they 

were by our existing buddies and pupils; truly a heart-warming morning. 

  

I would also like to welcome our new Senior School staff: Mrs Stack (Head of Maths), Mr Duffield (Head of 

English), Dr Kirby (Head of Science) and Mr Moore (Head of Boys Games and PE. They have all told me 

how impressed they are with our children this week and I hope they will be very happy here at Downsend. 

On my learning walks this week I am delighted to report that lessons have been prompt and proactive and 

well done to most of the pupils for looking so smart. On that note, there are a couple of haircuts that need 

tidying up after the summer, so I would remind parents that boys haircuts are to be off the collar and ears, 

and the girls hair is to be neat and tied back where necessary; thank you for your support in this regard. 

  

Our sporting programme starts this year with a football tournament at Shrewsbury House on Saturday 

morning so good luck to the U11 A team in that event! 

  

So, we have had fantastic start to the term, and I look forwards to what I know will be a busy but highly 

successful year for all our Upper School families. Please do contact me if you have any questions at all and, 

in the meantime, I trust you all have a brilliant weekend and look forward to seeing parents at the ‘Meet the 

tutors’ evening on 17th September, or at the multitude of school events coming up in the next few weeks. 

 

Karl Newland, Head of Upper School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Massive Thank You to the DPA 

 

Over the Summer holidays some wonderful new equipment was put into the playgrounds. In the Fort 

Playground, we now have an exciting new ‘woodland climber’ where the sandpit used to be and I was 

delighted to see so many of the Lower School children clambering over it each playtime. There are also 

three new targets added to the tennis courts, so we now have two in each playground (adding to the one 

we already had). This new equipment was the direct result of a meeting Mrs Kirkham and I had with the 

Lower School Council last year, about what they would like to see in their playgrounds.  As you can see 

from the photographs below, they are really enjoying this new equipment. The Lower School wanted to say 

a massive thank you to the DPA who have funded this new playground equipment and a plaque will be 

going up to commemorate their generosity. 

 

Helen Black 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Downsend Parents Association 

  

Welcome to the new academic year from the team here at the Downsend Parents Association (DPA). We 

are really looking forward to working with parents, children and staff to bring you excellent, fun events and 

raise funds to support school activities. This year, we are welcoming our new DPA Secretary Jo Lloyd Aziz 

(her daughter Ameenah is in 3ST) to the team as we say a heartfelt thank you to Alex Dale who has done 

a sterling job over the last couple of years. Please take the opportunity to say hi to Jo if you see her around 

school.   

The new academic year sees the DPA set an ambitious fundraising target of £25,000 to support the 

installation of top of the range technology in the new Performing Arts Centre once it is built – so watch out 

for more info on that over the coming weeks. We made a great start to our efforts with a very successful 

Uniform Sale in August which was extremely busy. A huge thank you to Lynn Godwin and her army of 

Uniform Sale volunteers for all their hard work in the holidays and of course to all those parents who donated 

uniform or shopped on the day. Our next sale is likely to be in January 2020 – we will confirm a date as 

soon as we are able. If you would like to donate items for sale, please check out the instructions on the 

Downsend Parents Portal, or get in touch with Lynn at downsendPA@gmail.com. 

Speaking of fundraising, the DPA were very excited to see the children using the new playground equipment 

that we provided funding for. It is always lovely to be able to deliver something that the children asked for 

directly, and enhances their play time opportunities. Thank you to the Lower School Council and both Mrs 

Black & Mrs Kirkham for raising this idea and submitting such a compelling proposal for funding. 

We are also delighted to see the progress of the Wellbeing Garden regeneration, and particularly impressed 

with the size of the courgettes! It will be brilliant to see the Wellbeing Garden in full swing once it is 

completed, and are pleased that the funding we were able to provide is being so well used. 

So, what do we have planned for 2019/2020? Well, we kick off this year’s DPA event programme with a 
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very busy September, and to help you keep track we have outlined key details below so you know how to 

get involved. 

As always, DPA activities can’t be successful without support from our parents, children and staff and we 

are really lucky at Downsend to have an active and involved community. Thank you in advance for getting 

involved in attending, volunteering or supporting the work of the DPA over the course of this coming 

academic year, it makes all our hard work worth it! 

If you have any questions, or want to learn more about the work of the DPA – get in touch with us 

at downsendPA@gmail.com 

Warm wishes 

  

Leanne and Lou, Co-Chairs of the DPA 

 

 Dates for the diary: 
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