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Artist of the Week - Year 8 were set a challenge over half term to create an imaginative and inventive 

colour wheel. The results have been wonderfully varied; we’ve had animations, a fondant icing colour 

wheel, collages and this fantastic lego creation from Marshall in 8MSw! Well done. 

  

 



 

 

A Message from the Headmaster 

 

I hope that you enjoyed a restful half-term break and that our South African families are revelling in their 

well-earned World Cup rugby victory. It was good to see our Jersey tourists, U11 footballers and Biathlon 

qualifiers following suit in recent weeks! 

  

The global theme of the World Cup has been echoed today with our look back thirty years to the bringing 

down of the Berlin Wall. It was wonderful to hear first-hand reports from that time and a heartfelt reminder 

of the dangers of division - something we should bear in mind with the General Election, and Brexit, looming, 

perhaps? 

  

Ian Thorpe 

  
 

 

Upper School Update 

 

It was an absolute joy to welcome back the Upper School pupils from their half-term break and listen to so 

many stories of holidays in both far flung locations, as well as kicking leaves around in the mild Autumn 

weather we enjoyed over the holiday period.  The Jersey trip proved to be a huge success so well done to 

all the pupils and staff who participated in that tour. On the academic front I am pleased to report that the 

children look fresh and eager to learn and the atmosphere around the Upper School classrooms has been 

focused and scholastic, which is great to see!  In addition, the behaviour and rewards system ‘Class-chart’ 

totals are building really well and paint a very positive picture of classroom contribution, collaboration and 

pupil engagement! 

 

The feedback process is well under way for both Year 7 & 8 pupils following their mid-term assessments, 

and you will receive end of term reports summarising the key areas for focus moving forwards. We are 

looking forwards to seeing our Year 6 parents at their parent teacher interviews in the next two weeks, so 

please do make sure you have signed up to see the teaching staff at a time/evening that suits you best to 

receive some feedback on how your child is progressing and to set ‘next-step’ targets for the rest of the 

term. Good luck to the 8S Scholars who have their mock Scholarship exams next week; you have worked 

hard and are in good shape so lets nail those papers everyone! 

 

Although kindness is definitely the norm at Downsend, we anticipate an enjoyable and inspiriting 'ARK' (Acts 

of Random Kindness) week across the Upper School next week, as we reinforce the notion that sometimes 

even the smallest acts of kindness can make someone's day. 

 

As we look forwards to the busy run into Christmas, we are looking forwards to our traditional Upper School 



 

Carol Concert on the 12th December at 5pm which now, of course, coincides with the General Election. As 

you know the Upper School pupils are expected to attend, but despite that being a very busy day please do 

make every effort to come along however, as Mrs Alison and the pupils in the Choirs and Orchestras are 

working hard on their pieces to perform to you that evening, along with the readers for this important event 

to deliver the Christmas message. 

  

 

Once again, welcome back to all our Upper School families and we look forwards to a busy but successful 

half term ahead! 

 

Karl Newland, Head of Upper School 
 

 

Lower School Update 

  

Welcome back to the Autumn Term! I hope that all of our Lower School families enjoyed a restful and happy 

holiday – the children this week have certainly seemed raring to go both in the classroom and beyond. 

  

Next week at Downsend sees the return of ARK Week which celebrates ‘Acts of Random Kindness’ carried 

out by the children and adults in school towards each other. This week, however, I was utterly amazed by 

an act of kindness that was in no way random. Over three years ago, Natalia B in 5AG heard about children 

with cancer who lose their hair because of their treatment. She was so moved by what she heard that she 

undertook to grow her hair with the express purpose of donating it to the children’s charity, ‘The Little 

Princess Trust’ . Having not wanted long hair for herself, she did not find this easy, however, she persevered 

and last week donated her beautiful hair to the charity. In addition to this, Natalia has also raised £280 to 

date. Well done, Natalia, your social awareness, perseverance, sacrifice and kindness are an example to 

us all and we are hugely proud of you. 

  

I have been thrilled this term by the feedback about reading I have had further to our support of the 

Waterstone’s book of the month this year. The children love to come and tell me that they are reading it and 

comparing opinions on how they are enjoying their reading. This month, the feedback from children on 

‘Frostheart’ by Jamie Littler has been so tremendous that Waterstone’s have rolled it over to be book of the 

month for November too. I hope that many more Lower School children will enjoy reading this this month. 

Please remember to write all of your wonderful reading into your Lower School planner so that your teacher 

can discuss it with you. 

  

Congratulations to those children who have been to share excellent work with me this week. From firework 

poems shared by Reggie B, Tate B and William NB in 2CW and Matys R in 4EF to character descriptions 

using expanded noun phrases shared by Artie B in 3ST and huge improvements in handwriting shown by 

Sonny R and Lucas P in 2CC, the quality of work I’ve seen already this half term has been outstanding. 



 

  

Well done too to the children who came to share their wider achievements with me this week. I am very 

proud of Ameenah A in 3ST who was awarded her green Blue Peter badge this week for ecological 

awareness and of Louis N in 5LC who came to show me his large collection of specialist coins from America, 

which was hugely interesting. Well done too to Bella T in 5CD for being awarded her level 2 Scuba Diving 

certificate. Please do keep sending in these types of achievements as it is so lovely to see all of the things 

our children achieve outside of school. 

 

I would also like to take the opportunity to comment on Sam Russell's beautiful table manners which really 

stood out this week. Well done Sam. 

  

Thank you to our Year 5 parents who attended Parents’ Evening on Thursday, it is lovely to be able to 

discuss your children and their achievements with you. We look forward to welcoming our other year groups 

over the coming weeks. 

  

I hope that everyone has a wonderful weekend as we spend time commemorating some hugely important, 

historic moments. 

  

Clare Kirkham, Head of Lower School 

  
 

 

Year 2 Bake Off 

  



  

 

  

 

  

The children in the Lower School were treated to an explosion of colour and taste with the fireworks themed 

Y2 Bake Off which was held on 5th November. 

Thank you for all your support, buying and baking cakes. We raised £185 for Merstham Mix Café. 

The overall House Winner was Headley. 

The individual house winners were: 

Norbury - Frankie L and Will L 

Headley - Toby H 

Wisley - Scarlett S 

Ranmore - Sam D 



 

  

Our next Firework themed Bake Off will be held on Tuesday - this is Year 3’s chance to bring in their delicious 

bakes and earn housepoints. 

Entry forms are available from Mrs Albert’s office. Please remember, no nuts or marzipan. 

Please bring in money to buy cakes up to the value of £1. 

  

Mrs Ludlam 
 

 

Fundraising - Thank you from the Merstham Mix Cafe 

 

As a community, we are making a real difference to people's lives this year.  Please see below a letter of 

thanks from the Merstham Mix Community Café for the overwhelming donations for our Harvest collection 

last half term.  Thank you for your continued support. 

  

Beth Day 



  

 

 

 

 



 

30th Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall 

  

 

  

 

  



 

  

On Saturday 9th November 2019, it will be 30 years since the Berlin Wall historically fell, changing the course 

of European history and becoming synonymous with the end of the Cold War. This morning, Downsend 

pupils from all year groups have been investigating these events, what led to them and what life was like in 

both East and West Germany. Following Mr Watt’s Remembrance assembly, we started with an introduction 

to the events that took place in Germany after World War 2, leading to the division of Germany into capitalist 

West and communist East. I shared with the students how and why the Berlin wall was built and why it 

eventually fell. We were lucky enough to see a real piece of the Berlin wall which was sent to Mrs Dinnage’s 

parents by their friends in Berlin at the time. In Houses, we then created our own versions of the Berlin wall 

on wallpaper, sharing words and symbols of peace and freedom, both in English and in German. 

During the course of the morning, I was lucky enough to visit every class, and the enthusiasm, engagement 

and creativity of our pupils has once again shone through. Their interesting and insightful questions have 

been wonderful to attempt to answer! 

In the Lower School, the children have created coded messages in a bottle to send from the East to the 

West; the Berlin Wall has been recreated in Lego and in paper bricks which the children have made and 

decorated themselves. Mrs Hallam, Mrs Ludlam, Mrs Temlett and Mr Thorpe have shared some basic 

German words and phrases with the children and Year 5 have created some beautiful collages inspired by 

real images of sections of the Berlin Wall. 

In the Upper School, the children have created origami cranes, symbols of peace, which they have 

decorated with messages of peace. They have also conducted a historical investigation into who was 

responsible for the fall of the Berlin wall, with some interesting and well-considered conclusions. The Sports 

hall became the border zone, as the children considered whether they would have tried to escape East 

Germany or not, discussing the factors that both pulled people towards the West and those that encouraged 

people to stay in the East. 

At lunchtime we were treated to a German-inspired lunch of Schnitzel with Bratkartoffeln and a Wurst 

(sausage) tasting table. 

This afternoon, the Upper School have had the pleasure of welcoming Mrs Hasner, one of our Lower School 

parents, who grew up in East Germany, to hear about her experiences and those of her family and friends 

during the end of the division and early days of reunification. 

It has been a fascinating day, during which everyone has learnt much more about this very important event 

in history. 



 

My thanks as ever go to all of the staff involved in preparing and delivering sessions, but particularly to Miss 

Black and the Lower School Heads of Year for their work in preparing the activities in the Lower School. 

 

Martin Skitt, Head of Languages 
 

 

Anti Bullying and 'ARK' Week 

 

Next week schools around the country will be focusing on Anti-Bullying week. The theme for this year is 

'CHANGE STARTS WITH US'. At Downsend there will be various activities focusing on anti-bullying to 

include lessons, activities and assemblies. It will enable the children to look at ways to support those who 

may be having a difficult time as well as looking at who to go to if your child is feeling bullied in any way. 

  

In addition to anti-bullying week, it is also ARK (Acts of Random Kindness) week. Each member of the 

Downsend community will have a secret friend who they will have the chance to do 'kind' things for. These 

may range from tidying a locker, helping out someone in need or buying a hot chocolate in the pavilion! We 

look forward to a 'caring' week at school. 

  

Dee Vanstone 
 

 

Cancelled - Public Speaking Competition 

 

The Public Speaking Competition to be held at Downsend on Wednesday 20th November is cancelled. This 

event will now take place in the Spring Term - date to be advised.  

  
 

 

 

Instrumental and Singing Lessons 

  

Please could parents of pupils who take instrumental and singing lessons read this letter from Mrs Allison. 
 

 

Rainbow Trust Carol Concert - Tickets Available 

  

https://www.downsend.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2019/11/Nicole-letter.pdf


 

The Chamber Choir will be performing at a Carol Concert in aid of the Rainbow Trust on 3 December at St 

Nicolas Church, Bookham at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are £7 each and children under 5 go free. 

  

You can book tickets using this link: 

  

https://rainbowtrust.org.uk/events/bookham-carol-concert 

 

Nicole Allison, Head of Music 
 

 

Music Ensembles 

 

Please take note of timings for music ensembles. Pupils should see Mrs Allison if they have any 

questions. 

 

  

https://rainbowtrust.org.uk/events/bookham-carol-concert


 

 

 

 

 

 

Instrumental Lessons at Downsend 

 

 We Have Vacancies!!  

  

If your child would like to learn an instrument at Downsend with one of our tutors then please email the Head 

of Music at nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk 

 

We have tutors for the following instruments: 

  

Flute, Recorder, Oboe, Clarinet, Cello, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba, Electric Guitar, 

Acoustic Guitar, Mandolin, Bass Guitar, Drum Kit, Percussion, Ukulele, Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano and Voice. 

  

If your child would like to play an instrument that is not listed above, please let me know and I will try to 

source a tutor for you. 

  

Nicole Allison 

  
 

 

mailto:nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk.


  

 

 

 

Awesome response to our Bag2School fundraiser….. 

  

 

  



Thank you to everyone who volunteered, or donated a bag in our Bag2School fundraising activity. As you 

can see from the photo we had an awesome response with a grand total of 295 bags donated, and are 

looking forward to being able to reveal our fundraising total to you in due course. All funds raised will go 

towards our second phase of activity for the Performing Arts Centre technology purchase. 

  

In the meantime, we know the question on everyone’s lips is…. Did Norbury win again? Well….. thanks to 

an overwhelming response… Wisley galloped to the winning post with a massive 98 bags donated. 

Congratulations to Wisley, you guys will enjoy the fruits of your labour soon with a DPA House Treat. 

  

In case you are interested, see the totals for all the House bag collections below: 

  
House # Bags Donated 
Headley 66 
Norbury 73 
Ranmore 58 
Wisley 98 

  

 

  

DPA Christmas Fair – the Elves are getting restless! 

  

 

  

The DPA Christmas Elves are working hard behind the scenes to finalise planning for this year’s wonderful 

Christmas Fair! There is still a lot to do, but as we near the event, we are going to ask you, the parent 

community, to do your bit! 

  

Yes, you got it, the time has arrived where we ask you to bring in donations for tombolas, book your visit to 

see Santa, purchase raffle tickets etc. To make your life easier, we will send a SchoolComm out shortly 

outlining ways you can help and the deadlines we are working towards. We will also send helpful reminders 

via ClassList so you don’t miss out! 

  

The DPA and our team of volunteers put a lot of blood, sweat and tears (figuratively of course) into the 

Christmas Fair and appreciate everyone’s help, support and good will as we go about our endeavours! 

  



 

We know, with your support and attendance on the day, we will all enjoy an amazing kick off to the Festive 

Season – so thank you so much in advance!  Don’t forget that the event is FREE and all family, friends and 

staff are welcome, but we ask you to register to attend via ClassList so we can plan our food and beverage 

numbers properly. 

  

If you would like to volunteer, or have any questions – do get in touch with the DPA 

Elves @DownsendPA@gmail.com. 

  

 

  

Dashing through the snow…… Lower School Santa Dash 

  

 

  

The DPA are super excited about supporting the Lower School Santa Dash by serving luxury kids hot 

chocolate and cookies to warm our little runners up after they finish. 

  

But we need your help – Can you spare 1-2 hours on the morning of Monday 09 December to help staff the 

food and drinks stall in the Pavilion?  It’s a wonderful opportunity to see your little darling running for charity 

at an event that is closed to parents…. So it is a win-win! 

  

If you have the time, and the inclination, let Louise Clark know @DownsendPA@gmail.com as soon as 

possible. 

  

 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE: DPA Uniform Sale – Tuesday 21 January 2020 

  

The DPA are pleased to confirm that the next Uniform Sale will take place at Main Site on Tuesday 21 

January. More details to follow, but in the meantime please add this date to your diary. 

  
 

mailto:DownsendPA@gmail.com
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