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Message from the Sports Department 
  

Please continue to send your children's personal sporting highlights out of school. As ever we are keen to 

celebrate all their successes. Please email details and any images to editor@downsend.co.uk. 

Please keep an eye on www.schoolssports.com for team sheets and match results. Follow us on 

Twitter @DownsendSport 

 

The Sports Department 

 

 

Sports Clothing for Winter Weather 

 

As the weather has now started to turn it is very important to make sure your son/daughter is fully prepared 

for sport outside. Please can you ensure that your son/daughter has a top and bottom base layer (under 

garments) to be worn under their sports kit. Additionally, the school tracksuit/contact top, a warm hat and 

any sport specific gloves would be ideal. 

 

 

Match Results 

  

All match results can be viewed on Schoolsports. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:editor@downsend.co.uk
https://www.schoolssports.com/school/Default.asp?id=958
https://twitter.com/DownsendSport


 

BRONZE Medal for U8A Girls at their First 
Hockey Tournament 

  

 

Last Saturday the U8 girls fought through the bitterly cold, frosty morning to take third place in the St 

George’s tournament.  Their first ever!  They were extremely unlucky not to be placed higher as they were 

the only team to hold the winners, St George’s, to a draw with all other teams losing against them.  

Playing a different format to usual with 7 on field players rather than 6, the Downsend girls adapted quickly 

to the new formation. They defended strongly, making numerous goal line clearances and worked hard to 

clear the ball from the ‘danger’ area and create some goal scoring opportunities in the short 10 minute 

games. We also had to adjust to playing on a bigger pitch, with bigger ‘D’s so understanding the importance 

of a strong push out WIDE to clear the ball and an EARLY hard push at goal was imperative and something 

we have continued to work on this week in preparation for their second tournament on Friday afternoon at 

Danes Hill.  

The girls worked incredibly hard under difficult conditions – the cold affecting many of their little hands and 

as the morning progressed our pushes and clearances were not quite as strong as we needed but we never 

gave up, we had lots of fun keeping warm in between games and wore huge smiles when being awarded 

the BRONZE medal. 

A super effort by all, thanks to the parents for their support and Miss Ceci for her valuable input. Good luck 

to the girls on Friday at Danes Hill with Mrs Cooper James and Mrs Hawes taking charge whilst Miss Ceci 

and I are at Repton school with the U13’s. 

 

Fiona Fitch 



 

 

U9A Football Champions @ Royal Russell 

  

The U9A football team travelled to Royal Russell on a cold Saturday November morning to play in a hotly 

contested tournament.  We knew the tournament would be tough as it contained all the top playing football 

playing schools in the local area. 

  

First up we were playing Kings College Wimbledon who are renowned for their strength in sport. We started 

the tournament at 100mph dispatching KCS 4-0 with Kobi J scoring 2 well taken goals. The ever-dependable 

Stanley D made some super saves to keep the first of many clean sheets. We then played Lingfield College 

who had some seriously talented individuals. Talented individuals they may have had but we had a TEAM 

and showed them that fluent passing beats individual brilliance winning the game 2-0. Dylan W and Jake D 

were outstanding and really made the difference. Next up was Elmhurst School and if truth be told, we were 

wasteful with our goal scoring opportunities and if it hadn’t have been from the wonder strike from Michael 

H it would have been a different write up. Our next fixture was against Northcote Lodge who we knew were 

strong.  A very tight game ended in 1-0 with Rory S grabbing the winner from a wonderful team goal. 

Parkside were our next opponents and again we came out triumphant, winning 1-0. Sam H showed some 

individual brilliance to assist the winning goal. 

  

We were then in a position where we knew that we were top of the table and in knock out football. Our next 



 

opponents were Shrewsbury House. Jake D grabbed the game by the scruff of the neck and played some 

sublime football finishing the game with a goal and assist. Our second goal in the game was scored but the 

every dependable Kobi J resulting in a 2-0 win. We then faced the hosts Royal Russell. In this game we 

turned on the style and passed the ball beautifully winning the game 2-0. We were into our final game of the 

tournament having not conceded a goal. 

  

The final game was against Wetherby Prep in a winner takes all match. Neves got the better of us and we 

went 0-1 down within a minute of the kick off. However, this early set back did not effect the team. We stuck 

to our style of play, showed great determination and got ourselves back in the game after a great individual 

Jake D goal. At 1-1 we were playing the better football and after some brilliant passing and movement from 

Dylan W, Kobi J got the goal that would win us the tournament. The game ended moments later than they 

boys were ecstatic! They knew they had worked their socks off and fully deserved the victory. 

  

All the boys were superb and I couldn’t be more proud of the style of play that we showed throughout the 

tournament. A MASSIVE well done to the following boys – 

  

Jake D, Dylan W, Sam H, Rory S, Kobi J, Stanley D, Michael H 

 

 

U9B Football @ Royal Russell 

  

It was a cold, clear and bright Autumnal morning as the tournament kicked off with Downsend ‘B’ v 

Shrewsbury House ‘B’. This was a close encounter, which could have gone either way though Downsend 

created the clearer chances over the ten minutes.  



 

Elmhurst v Downsend was a very different event with Downsend peppering the opposition goal for almost 

the entire match and finishing deserved 2-0 winners, Sam B and Bertie B scoring the goals. Royal Russell 

were our next opponents and despite multiple chances Downsend were unable to get the goal they needed 

to win and drew 0-0. A close game against Parkside followed, where Sam B followed in a shot on goal and 

tucked in the rebound, securing a 1-0 win.  

Downsend’s final game was against KCS Wimbledon who were on top in the group at this point having won 

3 and drawn 1. A very close game followed, in which both teams had their chances to score. Harry L tucked 

the ball into the back of the net to give Downsend a slender lead with four minutes to go. KCS then worked 

hard to draw level and in the last minute created a great chance to secure a draw. George G however slid 

bravely at the feet of the KCS forward and pulled off a spectacular save to win Downsend the match and as 

a result the Tournament.  

A super performance from everyone in the team, especially the defenders, Alex F and Thomas C as well as 

the defensive midfielder Edward V who made it so hard for teams to score that the side did not concede a 

goal over the whole morning. Well played!  

Squad: Sam B, Bertie B, Harry L, Edward V, Alex F, Thomas C and George G.  

 

 

Ascot Biathlon 

  



  

 

At the start of the half term break six girls from Years 4, 5 & 8 headed to the Ascot biathlon, some were 

trying to improve their times from previous events and others were unable to compete at the Whitgift 

biathlon.  Everyone took part in the run first before heading to the pool.  In fantastic conditions the girls 

performed extremely well on the track with Tileena (Year 4) winning her heat by a long way.  All the girls 

were pleased with their efforts and we now headed to the pool for the swim.  Once again the girls gave 

100% effort with their swim and although we were told that no results would be given on the day, the 

organisers managed to get the U9 results out.  We were handed an envelope for Tileena and she was 

delighted to have achieved the gold medal!  A fantastic achievement.  I was extremely proud of all the girls 

for their efforts on the day.  When the results had been published we were delighted to have won the team 

for the U14 girls too. 

 

Miss Seivewright 

 



Other Sporting News 

  

 

 

Congratulations to Lizzy H and Natasha C (Year 8) who have been selected for the Surrey Netball Academy 

and Development Squads.  Well done girls! 

  

 

  

 



 

Well done to Beste D from 3NL and her brother Batu from PPL year 1 owls class, who are both 

celebrating  achieving new belts after passing their exams from Kung fu & Tai Chi Academy recently. 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sporty brothers George and Oliver P took part in the Dorking Open on Sunday which consisted of 8 

swimming clubs. It was Oliver’s first ever gala with Dorking Swimming Club and he did really well, winning 

gold medals in both the 50m and 100m Breaststroke and receiving a ribbon for the 50m Freestyle! 

  

George also did well, winning 3 gold medals, 4 silver medals, and obtaining 5 P.B’s in the process! 

 

Well done boys! 

  

  

 



 

 

Congratulations to Aston S from 5LC, who achieved Leatherhead Swimming Squad swimmer of the month 

- transition team, for Excellent effort and attitude in training sessions. Great work Aston! 

  

 

 



 

Attendance at Clubs / Practices 

If your son/daughter is unable to attend a practice or sports club please can you ensure you let the PE 

department know in advance.  We need to ensure that all our pupils are in the correct place at all times.  Pick 

up from sports practices will be at the location of the practice, pupils will not be released to meet 

parents/carers at any other location. 

  

Team Sheets 

All team sheets are posted on the Schools Sports website at least 2 days in advance of the scheduled 

matches.  Please do check through the calendar to see when all matches are for your child's year group.  It 

is common practice that they are predominately on the same afternoon but on occasions this may differ. 

 

Within the website you can either select the team, calendar option or by the sport. A small icon that looks 

like a little blue man will appear if the team sheet has been added. This provides all the information that will 

be needed for the match. 

  

Don't forget you will need the password to access the team sheets. 

  

Sports Notices 

 

Parents' Swimming 

  

 

 

Inspiring young minds 

 

  

 

 

Download School Notices 
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