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Message from the Sports Department 

Please continue to send your children's personal sporting highlights out of school. As ever we are keen to 

celebrate all their successes. Please email details and any images to editor@downsend.co.uk. 

mailto:editor@downsend.co.uk


 

Please keep an eye on www.schoolssports.com for team sheets and match results. Follow us on 

Twitter @DownsendSport 

The Sports Department 

 

 

Match Results 

  

All match results can be viewed on Schoolsports. 

  

 

 

U13 Girls Hockey team are Surrey Bronze Medallists 

  

https://www.schoolssports.com/school/Default.asp?id=958
https://twitter.com/DownsendSport


  

  

Once again, the U13 girl’s hockey squad have returned from a major tournament with a medal.  On Monday 

the girls headed across to St John’s school for their final hockey event together, full of excitement and 

determination.  We knew we had been drawn in a good pool, avoiding Danes Hill and Cranleigh, and that 

we had every opportunity, if we were all on fire at the same time, to qualify for the semi-finals. 

 

We made an incredible start with a convincing 4-0 win against Feltonfleet, showing exactly how much 

progress the girls have made since the IAPS qualifiers back in October when we only beat them 1-0.  Every 

player in the squad had an opportunity to make an impact on this game, once again showing how much 



 

progress each squad players has made this term.  A real credit to the hard work they have put into their 

learning. 

 

We next played Reigate Grammar school, always a tough game and fairly physical.  We dug deep, played 

some amazing Downsend hockey and eventually won the game 1-0 with a fantastic well-earned strike.  We 

polished off St Teresa’s and Tormead with conclusive 2-0 wins and the knowledge that we had definitely 

qualified for the semi-finals, all that remained was to ensure we topped the group to avoid playing the winners 

of pool A.  

 

We lined up to face St Georges school with the same determination as all the previous matches.  We played 

magnificent passing hockey culminating in a brilliant early goal to go 1-0 up.  We then sadly allowed St 

George’s to quickly equalise from a momentary lack of concentration, followed by a further goal to take the 

lead. We tried in vain to claw a goal back but with the clock ticking and their GK making some excellent 

saves time was against us.  We finished 2-1 down, disappointing having taken the lead but we were through 

to the semi-finals. 

 

Facing Danes Hill in the semi-finals was something we wanted to avoid as they are our ‘bogie’ team.  Having 

played them many times this year, we have beaten them just once to win the Bronze medal at Hall Grove. 

We also knew they were beatable if we ensured we had a positive mental mindset from the start and blocked 

out who we were playing.  It was a tough, fast game and sadly on this occasion we seemed a little scared 

of some of the players resulting in a loss allowing DH to qualify for the final and us to face the 3rd/4th play 

off.  

 

In true Downsend style we picked ourselves up from the disappointing result and prepared to face CLFS for 

the crucial, rewarding and obligatory piece of ‘bling’.  This we did with aplomb, playing some great team 

hockey and great finishes at goal.  A well-deserved win bringing back the Bronze medal. 

 

All in all, what an amazing term of hockey these girls have had.  They have worked tirelessly before, during 

and after school and reaching the National Hockey Finals at Repton, the Semi-Finals of Surrey along with 

always coming back with a medal at a tournament is true testament to themselves, their parents for their 

continued support and their coach, Miss Ceci.  

 

Well done girls, good luck with your hockey in your future chosen senior school. 

 

Fiona Fitch 

 

  

 



 

'Splash and Dash' Biathlon  

   

 

The annual Guildford High School end of Autumn Term ‘Splash and Dash’ biathlon took place last week. The event 

always has a fun but competitive element to the afternoon with a fancy dress theme of ‘Christmas Food’. Not the 

easiest of themes, especially with time being limited!  Thank you to the parents for your support with my idea of 

Pigs in Blankets!  The Year 6 girls swiftly choregraphed a routine to parade our outfits! Although this was not the 

most elaborate of outfits compared to some schools we certainly thought outside of the box. 

 

The ‘Splash’ element involved a 6x25m relay. All girls were involved in timed heats, so it was key for them all to 

swim fast to ensure a quick time.  Whilst the older girls were swimming the Year 3’s were running around Stoke 

Park on their ‘Dash’. A great effort was displayed by them all before enjoying a hot chocolate! 

 

A swap of activities and the Year 3 girls took to the pool whilst the older girls went for their ‘Dash’. Strong running 

from all the girls involved. Special mention to Adelaide (Yr 5) who came 3rd overall in the run.  In the pool the Year 

3 girls had a great swim considering some of them had never swum in a competitive situation before. 

 

Medals and certificates were presented during teas. The results that the girls achieved were fabulous especially 

as we come to an end of a very busy term. Congratulations to the U10 team who were awarded Bronze medals in 

the run and swim and the U11 teams achieved bronze medals in the swim. Well done to the Year 3 girls for their 

first biathlon, we look forward to seeing them compete in the future. 



 

 

Miss Seivewright 



 
 

 

Year 7 & 8 House Swimming 

  



 

This week saw the first of the House Swimming Gala's for this academic year. Having finished their 

swimming programme the Year 7 & 8 boys and girls took to the pool to compete for the House Shield.   

  

It was fantastic to see so many of them swimming and the atmosphere on poolside was extremely 

supportive. It was great to hear the cheering for all the houses and the level of support was outstanding.   

The first events were the Individual Medley's. Swimming all 4 strokes and demonstrating real grace in the 

pool, it was great to see the effort from all the pupils taking part in this event. Congratulations to our medal 

winners below and a special well done to Noah B-W in Year 8 for breaking the school record by 3 seconds, 

a fantastic achievement. 

  

The races were tight all the way through and the lead was constantly changing.  The final relays were 

guaranteed to be tight and were the deciding factor for the whole gala.  Congratulations to Headley who 

took the overall victory. 

  
  Year 7 Girls Year 7 Boys Year 8 Girls Year 8 Boys 
1st Olivia B James W Lizzy H Noah B-W 
2nd Alice U Leo L Evie S Thomas U 
3rd Jada J Tom M Alexa E-M Jack M 

  

Thanks to all the staff for their support on poolside. 

  

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

 

Miss Seivewright 

 

 

Howard Roberts Trophy 

  

Congratulations to all the pupils who represented Downsend this term.  Your dedication, drive and desire to 

improve has led to some fabulous results, well done!  A huge thank you from all in the PE & Games 

department for everything you do to keep Downsend sport as vibrant and competitive as it is.  It is an 

absolute pleasure to work with such talented and hard working pupils. 

  

The girls had 3 teams that finished with 100% win ratio.  These teams were the U10A Hockey team, the 



 

U9A Hockey team and the U8B Hockey team.  To decide the winner we had to work out the goal difference 

for each team and it was very tight!  Congratulations to the U8B Hockey team who finished the season 

unbeaten with a goal difference of +25 goals (only conceding 3 goals all season!). 

  

The boys had 3 teams who all finished with a win ration above 86%.  The teams were the 2nd XI Football 

team, the U9B Football team and the U8A Football team.  There was one team that marginally outperformed 

the other 2 teams; finishing their season unbeaten, scoring many and conceding very few.  Congratulations 

to the 2nd XI Football team who had a win ration of 88.9%, scoring 47 goals along the way. 

  

That concludes the Hockey and Football seasons and I look forward to the New Year where our Netball and 

Rugby seasons get fully under way. 

  

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

  

Mr Lawrence, Director of Sport 

 

 

Charity Netball Fun 

  



  

 

Wow what an amazing afternoon we had! Lana And Martha planned their charity netball tournament 

and raised over £100! On top of all of that we had two best costume winners who were Emerson N 

and Chloe S. We had two matches per team and the reds won both of their matches so well done to 

them. Once the Christmas fun was almost over we arranged for the year 6 Mums to play their 

daughters. The Mums were very competitive especially Rosie F (Iona’s mum). Sadly the Mums beat 

us. We’re sure they cheated and the refereeing wasn’t great!! Thank you to our own Mums, Libby 

and Jennie for all their support and help. Also we couldn’t of done it without our amazing teachers 

as well so many thanks to Mrs Cooper-James. 

Well done to all the girls who came and had as much fun as we did. 

  

Martha G and Lana B (Year 6) 

 

 

Attendance at Clubs / Practices 

If your son/daughter is unable to attend a practice or sports club please can you ensure you let the PE 

department know in advance.  We need to ensure that all our pupils are in the correct place at all times.  Pick 



 

up from sports practices will be at the location of the practice, pupils will not be released to meet 

parents/carers at any other location. 

  

Team Sheets 

All team sheets are posted on the Schools Sports website at least 2 days in advance of the scheduled 

matches.  Please do check through the calendar to see when all matches are for your child's year group.  It 

is common practice that they are predominately on the same afternoon but on occasions this may differ. 

 

Within the website you can either select the team, calendar option or by the sport. A small icon that looks 

like a little blue man will appear if the team sheet has been added. This provides all the information that will 

be needed for the match. 

  

Don't forget you will need the password to access the team sheets. 

   

 

 

Inspiring young minds 
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