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A Message from the Headmaster 

 

It has been a remarkable week, which started in rather strange fashion with temporary lights on the 

Leatherhead Road. Whilst I am delighted that our collective weight of pressure has prompted the County 

Council to resolve the issue of the flooding on the A24, we were not expecting such a quick response. It 

turns out that the Council weren’t either, but this remedial work will be carried out next month, at least partly 

over half-term. We will let you know more details when we have them. We are now two weeks into the 

annual Voice of the Parent survey and cannot thank you enough for your time in completing it, and the 

wonderful feedback you have offers. Scores in every Year group are higher than last year and the overall 

score is at its highest ever. So many of you have written of your admiration of the excellent job that the 

teachers do here and how so many go over and above in support of your children. Your constructive 

feedback will help us to improve still further; your comments are appreciated and hugely motivating in equal 

measure – thank you! 

  

In this morning’s assembly, I discussed, with the children, the importance of collaboration and 

communication, two of the tenets of our future-focused STEAM education (the others being creativity and 

critical thinking). I was fortunate to see both being displayed in abundance this week. On Wednesday, we 

hosted a range of local schools, including CLFS and St John’s, as part of the Rotary Club’s Youth Debates 

competition. In terms of communication, tone, delivery, eye contact and confidence, the Downsend teams 

proved to be the stand-out performers and were declared worthy winners, progressing to the Regional 

Round of the competition next month. Yesterday, I accompanied the Year 5 pupils to the O2, where they 

performed in a musical extravaganza as part of the Young Voices Choir. The children acquitted themselves 

admirably and will have a host of lifelong memories, along with their proud parents in the audience. Thank 

you to Mrs Allison for organising, and the staff team for looking after and encouraging the children 

throughout what was a long but rewarding day. 

  

Ian Thorpe 
 

Lower School Update 
  

There seems to have been quite the focus on food this week in the Lower School and I was particularly 

thrilled to see the Year 2 children running their ‘Healthy Tuck Shop’ on Tuesday. The smell of fruit kebabs, 

banana muffins and fruit smoothies was delicious and the queues for the healthy treats just as long and 

excitable as those at the ‘Bake off’! Well done to Miss Wilby and all the Year 2 team plus, of course, the 

Year 2 children and parents for running such a super event. As usual this week, I visited Lower School 

classrooms to see some of the outstanding teaching and learning which takes place every day. There was 

food at the heart of this too and 4EF’s sugar analysis of snacks was enlightening – who knew that there was 

more sugar in a ‘Fruit Winder’ than there is in a cake bar! The questioning, data analysis and life skills seen 

in this lesson were fabulous – well done 4EF, I certainly learnt something. 



 

  

A huge thank you to all of the Lower School families who have completed the Voice of the Parent survey 

this week. Your feedback is vital to us and it is wonderful to see such positivity about what is happening in 

school. It is particularly lovely to read positive comments about staff, new ventures and academic work so 

thank you for taking the time. Thank you too for your constructive feedback which can help us to hone what 

we are doing for every child in the school and make sure that school is enriching and happy for every 

individual. 

  

Academic congratulations this week have been plentiful as I handed out the first ‘Pobble Published Author’ 

badges to children from every year group. It has been a joy to see the children wearing these so proudly 

and being so pleased with their hard work. Other congratulations for academic work this week go to Kobi J 

(4JS) for his outstanding work on contractions, to Sienna A (5AG), Archie D (5LC) and Max S (5LC) for their 

amazing work on word problems – never straight forward – to Yanni K and Kaan E (2SB) for their wonderful 

mathematical problem solving and to Toby H and Isla S (2YdV) for their wonderful writing in the ‘Polar 

Times’ about Captain Scott and Roald Admundsen’s race to the South Pole. Fantastic achievements, 

everyone! 

 

  

 

Well done too to Year 5 who had a wonderful time at ‘Young Voices’ at the O2 this week. Mrs Driscoll and 

Mrs Allison said that the children were a delight and I know that despite tired faces this morning, everyone 

had a fabulous time. The children in Year 5 who remained in school for the day also enjoyed a special treat 

as they became the first ever ‘Downsend Lower School Newsround Team’ making video news reports on 

current affairs issues close to their hearts. I cannot wait to see these and share them in Assembly on 

3rd February. 

  

Have a wonderful weekend! 

 

Clare Kirkham, Head of Lower School 
 

 

 



 

 

Upper School Update 

 

 

After two busy weeks since the start of term, the Upper School pupils have now fully settled back into the 

normal academic routines and are looking organised, smart and punctual for their lessons. In my weekly 

academic review, our ‘Class Charts’ rewards and sanctions system tells a fantastic story of House points 

and Credits being awarded to pupils in Years 6,7&8 for brilliant academic progress, as well as good 

citizenship and kindness towards others. A great example of that was the Year 7 Ambassadors who have 

been conducting some early morning booster sessions with the Lower School pupils to help with their 

reading skills, as well as the Year 6 buddies who looked after 27 brand new children who were here at 

Downsend on Wednesday and Thursday for assessment days as they apply for places in our Senior School 

from September. The pupil council also reviewed Class Charts this week, and have fed back some brilliant 

suggestions to adopt in its design and use moving forwards, so well done to all those pupils. As I look at the 

overall totals thus far, well done to the following pupils who are leading their Year groups for positive House 

points:- Sophia V, Josh G, Lana B and Reggie A in Year 6, Ralph Mc, Ralphie A , Luca CS and Jacob in 

Year 7, and Oli P, Thomas U, Alice G and Jasper G in Year 8.  After their recent visit to Juniper Hall the 

Year 8 Geographers in 8X,8Y and 8Z are busy collating data and writing up the their field study enquiry 

projects, and I know Mr Dunning is very pleased with the quality of their work so far! In Year 7 PSHE this 

week the pupils have been developing their STEAM based skills in preparation for a future in which 

adaptation will so key, and are collaborating and being creative in equal measure as they design and build 

a ‘Lunar Hotel’ adapted well for life on the moon! Congratulations to Mrs Vanstone and the Downsend public 

speaking teams who did so well at the Rotary Public speaking competition on Wednesday and especially 

to Arya K, Joseph C and Aiden M who won the competition and now move forwards to the next round of 

this brilliant event! As always this has been another busy sporting week, and I know the PE dept summarise 

results and performances brilliantly in the Sports Bulletin, but can I say a special well done to the Year 6 

boys who played so well against Danes Hill on Tuesday, winning 3 of the 4 rugby fixtures and to the U.13 

A team and U.12 A & B teams for victories against Sevenoaks and Christ’s Hospital schools respectively, 

and good luck to the swimmers from Year 5 to 8 in their swimming match tonight against Feltonfleet. 

Finally, the Year 8 Common Room committee have met and fed back that they would very much like a Table 

Football or Air Hockey game for their Common Room, so if any of our families have a spare, or one for sale 

please do let me know. 

Next week will be equally busy and, I hope, productive as we have a Year 8 trip to see ‘Jane Eyre’ to the 

Yvonne Arnaud theatre, as well as our Year Careers Fair on Friday afternoon. 

In the meantime I hope you all have a wonderful weekend! 

 

Karl Newland, Head of Upper School  
 

 



 

Year 2 'Healthy Tuck Shop' 

  

 

  

 

On Tuesday 21 January, Year 2 held a ‘Healthy Tuck Shop’ for the Lower School children to raise money 

for The Merstham Mix Café. The children worked very hard, creating posters to advertise the event, as well 

as making all the delicious healthy treats that were sold. Items for sale included colourful fruit kebabs, 

vegetable sticks and hummus, banana muffins and energy balls. A staggering £187.60 was raised in total. 

Thank you to everyone for their contributions and support. 

  

The Year 2 Team 



 

 

Year 3 Trip to Painshill Park 

  

 

  

 

On Monday, Year 3 took a trip back in time as they embarked on an Ancient Greek adventure at Painshill 

Park. Despite the time of year, the sun shone and we enjoyed some spectacular views of our beautiful 

surroundings. The children enjoyed a fantastic day outdoors exploring the park while taking part in an 

orienteering activity and a Greek Myths Walk, which, I am told, resulted in them walking a total of 12km! 

Ameenah from 3ST said “I loved learning about Ancient Greece with Adam, it was great fun!” 

I would just like to take this opportunity to thank all of our fantastic parent helpers who joined us for the day 

as we could not run these kinds of trips without them! 

 

The Year 3 Team 
 



 

Year 4 - French Artist Study 

  

In Year 4 the children have learnt about the French artist Matisse and how he created a dynamic and 

colourful art form using scissors and paper. They used their knowledge of shape and colour to make and 

describe their own pictures. The results are on display outside 4MP and 4EF. 

  

  

 

Susie Taylor and Louise Hallam 
 

 

 



 

 

Youth Debates Competition Win for Year 7 Boys 

  

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday evening the inaugural Rotary Club’s ‘Youth Debates’ Intermediate competition was held 

here at Downsend. The competition was somewhat of a hybrid between the old ‘Youth Speaks’ and debating 

as teams of three which included a Chairperson, proposer and opposer of the motion. There were 7 teams 

competing from St.John’s, CLFS, Box Hill and Manor House and, of course, Downsend. We had two teams 

– a Year 7 team which included Arya K (Chair), Joseph C (Proposer) and Aiden M (Opposer) who debated 

‘This house believes that violent video games produce violent people in reality’. Our second team was 

comprised of Josh G (Chair), Daniel R (Proposer) and Alexander B (Opposer) who debated whether 

Computer Science should be made an obligatory GCSE. Both teams gave an assured presentation and the 

challenging questions posed to the proposers were answered most eloquently. 

 

Refreshments were served whilst the judges deliberated and, after an agonising wait, they fed back on the 

teams and their performances. I am delighted to announce that the winning team going through to the 

second round on February 29th was our Year 7 boys’ team of Arya, Joseph and Aiden. I was very proud of 

both teams whose relative inexperience did not show and they delivered a confident and entertaining 

debate. Congratulations and good luck boys in the next round! 

 

Dee Vanstone 
 



 

Lunar Hotel Challenge 

 

In Year 7 PSHE we have been looking at skills needed for jobs in the next generation workplace. The top 

ten skills range from complex problem-solving to creativity and critical thinking to negotiation and emotional 

intelligence. The task that was set was to design and build a lunar hotel that could stand a meteorite attack 

(book dropped from a height!). Each group was given some scissors, 50 index cards, a ruler, a roll of sticky 

tape and a pack of markers. 30 minutes was the time allowed and, following a team presentation, the groups 

were awarded marks out of 10 for design and visual appeal, durability and teamwork. This task will be 

followed up next week by examining the necessary skills for this task as well as looking at how things could 

have been improved. The winners will be announced then! 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Dee Vanstone 



 

 

Upper School 'Stretch' Enrichment Program 
Spring Term Update 

  

 

Last term, pupils in Years 6 to 8 engaged with the inaugural Autumn Term Stretch Program on Friday 

afternoons. Each term pupils are given the independence to select their options from a choice of 

approximately 20 activities led by the Upper School Staff team. In the Autumn carousel, feedback from 

pupils and staff highlighted the breadth and variety of options on offer and how the Stretch Program has 

provided an enjoyable yet thought-provoking end to the week for students. Option have so far included 

Learning Languages for fun; Fashion Design; Orienteering; Philosophy 4 Children; Engineering and Design 

to name a few. As a new term commences the Upper School staff continue to excel as they strive to make 

Stretch as engaging as possible. This term pupils are being challenged to think outside the box and about 

their futures in Game of Life; develop their presentation and interpersonal skills in Desert Island Discs and 

The Greatest Shows; work collaboratively during French E-Twinning and Sports Fitness & Nutrition; thinking 

critically during Medicine in Box and Dissection and being creative in all, but especially Textile Design and 

History of Art. The participants of Young Engineer's club will be continuing to explore our new scratch-

based, 'Lego Education' coding and robotics system which we are most excited about. We are lucky enough 

to be one of the first schools in the UK to have taken delivery of this fantastic kit, and the children are 

looking forward to investigating and creating with this over the next few weeks. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As part of our STEAM approach at Downsend, as staff we believe strongly in the teaching principles behind 

it and the 4 C’s. Within the Stretch Program I am delighted to see that Collaboration, Communication, Critical 

thinking and Creatively are in abundance. Not only do we focus on developing these key life skills for the 

future with the day to day curriculum, but through Stretch, it has been amazing to witness the development 

of character in all your children. Being challenged with new skills whilst working across year groups and 

making new friends has again enhanced their confidence and resilience and I hope they continue to enjoy 

their end to the week. 

  

If you would like to see all the options available for the term, you will find full details on the VLE: 

  

 https://downsend.fireflycloud.net/stretch-programme 

  

Mr Albert. Assistant Head 
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Downsend Development Project Update 

 

You will have noticed that work has progressed this week, with demolition and groundwork taking place. 

This represents an exciting first step in the project. As with any large build within a busy, working school, it 

will take us a few weeks for things to settle down and we appreciate your patience while we get this right. 

Aesthetically we are working to create fresh new artwork for the hoardings, and to improve the look of the 

current fencing. 

 

On more practical matters, we have focused our attention on ensuring safe pedestrian movement in the 

upper car park and you will now see the red plastic barriers in place to segregate vehicles in order to reduce 

the risk of an accident arising. The new build has created some difficulties for parents and pupils to move 

freely down to the lower car park which is regrettable and, added to the poor lighting, has raised some 

concerns. In response, we have added additional lighting on the sidewall of the sports hall facing into the 

lower car park which has made a significant improvement. That said, we have also asked Armfield to 

illuminate the lower car park further so that there is far better visibility for all. This will be in place early next 

week. As a further safety measure at the request of the school, Armfield has cut a new footpath into the soft 

ground in the upper car park that will allow safe movement on foot to be able to access the lower car park. 

Can I stress please that parents and pupils do stick to the footpaths rather than try to walk where vehicles 

are expected to travel. This is particularly relevant in the late afternoon when the daylight is starting to 

disappear. We don’t want anyone to hurt themselves through a lack of care and attention. 

  

Drop off and collection times in both car parks will continue to be challenging for parents but can I make a 

plea again to all parents that you give yourself a little more time at these periods to avoid unnecessary 

arguments arising for poor parking or in some instances double parking. From next week, we are planning 

to put one of our staff in the upper car park on particularly busy afternoons, to try and move traffic blockages. 

Your co-operation in working with us to keep everyone safe will really be appreciated. 

  

Armfield Construction will now start to prepare the way forward for the new foundations being laid. Heavy 

plant is now in place for removal of earth and an outbuilding working towards being able to level the ground. 

It is pleasing to report that the early signs in terms of noise from this work have not been a problem for our 

staff and pupils who continue with their teaching and learning. Further updates will follow as the project 

progresses via the Downsend Times and our social media channels. 

 

 

Craig Simmons, Business Manager  



 

  
 

  

 

 

 



 

Artist Of The Week 

 

This week’s Artist of the Week is Rosemary B in 4RD for her wonderful mixed media landscape. Year 4 

have all been busy finishing these pieces of work which combine the drawing, painting and collage skills 

they have developed so far this year. 

They look fantastic! 

 

 

 

Julia Aylen  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Music News 

 

 

More Fantastic Music Exam Results! 

 

 

Congratulations to the following pupils who took practical music examinations recently, and did brilliantly. 

Please accept our apologies for the omissions from last week's newsletter. 

 

Olivia Joy grade 1 French horn 

Polly Giles Gould grade 5 trumpet 

Polly Giles Gould grade 1 piano 

Harry Lee grade 2 Trumpet 

Jessica Jane Ling grade 2 Violoncello distinction 

 

You all did brilliantly, and we are very proud of you. Keep up the great work. 

 

  

 

 

  

 

Instrumental Lessons at Downsend 

 We Have Vacancies!!  

  

If your child would like to learn an instrument at Downsend with one of our tutors then please email the Head 

of Music at nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk 

 

We have tutors for the following instruments: 

  

Flute, Recorder, Oboe, Clarinet, Cello, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba, Electric Guitar, 

mailto:nicole.allison@downsend.co.uk.


 

Acoustic Guitar, Mandolin, Bass Guitar, Drum Kit, Percussion, Ukulele, Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano and Voice. 

  

If your child would like to play an instrument that is not listed above, please let me know and I will try to 

source a tutor for you. 

  

Nicole Allison 

 

 

 

Have you lost a Pushchair? 

  

 

A pushchair was found in the Pavillion on Monday this week, and is yet to be claimed. If it is yours, please 

contact the office to arrange to collect it. Many thanks.  
 

 

Downsend Plus Holiday Club Availability 

 

The February, Easter & May Downsend Plus Booking Forms are now available on the website, at present 

we have spaces on all courses and all days. For more information contact Rebecca Peek on 01372  385403.  
 

 



 

  

Get your quiz on at the DPA Quiz Night - Friday, 28 Feb 

 

  

Tickets for the DPA Quiz are selling like hot cakes this year, with 66 tickets purchased in 48 hours!  

  

If you fancy a night of great company, lovely Mexican food and lots of laughs, then this event is definitely 

for you! Space is limited so don't delay, book today!  

  

To reserve your place, go to Class List events and register & submit payment online.  

  

 

 

Celebrating Family @ the DPA Lower School Afternoon 
Tea 

on Friday, 20 March 

 

  

Mothers Day is the perfect time to celebrate those in our family who love and care for us. Whether you are 

a mum, dad, grandparent or someone else special, we will show our appreciation at a Lower School 

Afternoon team on Friday 20 March.  

  

Your child will be asked to invite one family member to the event, where they will host a little afternoon tea 

for you.  

  

More details to follow, but in the meantime don't forget to add the date to your diary.  

  

 

 

  



DPA Summer Ball - Saturday 20 June - Denbies Wine 
Estate   

 

 

Dont forget that early bird tickets for the DPA Summer Ball will go on sale on Monday 02 March until end of 

day Friday 27 March, where the tickets will then revert to full price.  

  

We will provide you with more info via Class List in the coming weeks, but feel free to get in touch with the 

DPA Summer Ball team if you have any questions - downsendPA@gmail.com. 

  

 

 

  

Preloved Uniform Sale goes down a storm!  
 

 

  

Thank you to Lynn Godwin and her army of wonderful volunteers for another highly successful Preloved 

Uniform Sale. We really appreciate everything they do to enable us to operate such a valuable service to 

the Downsend community, particularly at the moment where we are limited for space due to the building 

works.  

  

The DPA would like to respectfully remind parents that the Uniform Sale is run by a team of volunteers and 

therefore is operated on a planned basis only. We try to accommodate urgent ad hoc requests where we 

can, but please understand when we are not able to support. Ad hoc requests should be the exception and 

not the rule. 

mailto:downsendPA@gmail.com


 

  

We work hard to ensure the preloved uniform intake and sales days are as regular as possible and that you 

are notified in good time so you can plan accordingly.  

  

Lynn and the team are currently sorting through the receipts for items sold and will share a reconciliation of 

monies received in a future Downsend Times, along with confirmation of the next preloved uniform intake 

day and of course the next sale.  

  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch at downsendPA@gmail.com.  

  
 

 

INSPIRING YOUNG MINDS 
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